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Dedication by McClain 
Among the many friends of 
Grace Theological Seminary, 
none could be missed more 
acutely than the late Dr. Louis 
S. Bauman. He had been in the 
very center of 
those historical circumstances 
which led directly to the 
founding of the school. He 
was on his knees among the 
other brethren in that notable 
prayer meeting where the 
school was born. And as he 
arose from praying he wrote 
his personal check as the 
initial gift toward its 
establishment. He assisted in 
the writing of its charter, was a 
member of its board of 
trustees from the beginning, 
and for a number of years 

served ably as president of the board. In the year 1948, in recognition of his 
long and valuable services to the school, he was made an honorary life 
member of the executive committee of the board. 
At times when others became somewhat discouraged, Brother Bauman was 
never cast down, but his own unfailing faith and optimism were contagious, 
bringing renewed courage to all of us. Much of the progress of the seminary, 
and certainly a large share of its tangible assets, can be traced directly to his 
enthusiastic support. Through his personal influence, many became lifelong 
friends of the school, and thousands of dollars came to its support. In his wide 
ministry, far beyond the limits of the Brethren Church, Grace Seminary was 
made known as a place where the Word of God is held and taught, and 
students were attracted to its classes. To use the words of a teacher who has 
been with us from the beginning, "Humanly speaking, without Brother 
Bauman there might be no Grace Seminary today." 

Alva J. McClain. 



Foreward   
 

Alva J. McClain was a reformer in the truest sense of the word. 
Historically a reformer was a person that recognized doctrinal error and 
set out to correct the error by exposing it and teaching the truth. They 
were not separatists, seeking division, but they desired to see errors 
recognized and Biblical truth embraced. Most historical reformers were 
unsuccessful in reforming institutions and were eventually persecuted, 
killed or expelled. New institutions formed around expelled reformers 
as they continued to teach the truth. This was the experience of Alva J. 
McClain in his efforts to reform doctrinal error, at Ashland College, 
from 1930-1937.  
 
A series of doctrinal confrontations at Ashland College led to 
McClain’s dismissal in 1937. The doctrines that McClain stood for in 
these conflicts are the foundation of Grace Theological Seminary and 
The Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches. After seven years of 
standing, uncompromisingly, for Biblical truth and continually pressing 
for reformation in college policies and practices, he was asked to resign. 
Encouraged, by like-minded people, McClain established Grace 
Theological Seminary on the principles and doctrines that had been 
rejected at Ashland College. 
 
The doctrinal roots of The Grace Brethren were forged in the heat of 
this confrontation. To understand the doctrines of the Grace Brethren 
we would need to understand the doctrinal issues that required the 
formation of a new institution, Grace Theological Seminary. This book 
is a collection of statements by Dr. McClain and by people representing 
Ashland College concerning the issues of this dispute. The first 
statement is “The Background and Origin of Grace Theological 
Seminary” by Dr. McClain. The second is “The Theological Basis for 
the Division” from “The Background  and Development of Brethren 
Doctrines 1650-1987” by Dale R. Stoffer. Third is Dr. McClain’s 
Theology outlines used at Grace Seminary in 1939 and the Covenant of 
Faith of the seminary.  
 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES 
McClain 1939 

Introduction. 
1A.   To find what the Bible teaches of itself. 

2A.   In general the Bible claims to be the direct product of God. 
1b.  Not merely in the making of the record. 
2b.  But in every stage and aspect of its history, from its 
  source in the mind of God till it reaches the minds of men, 
  it is the work of God. 

3A.   The work of God in relation to the Bible is an immensely 
complex and various process.  There are at least 5 distinct 
stages. 

1b.  Preparation - God prepares the writers. 
2b.  Revelation - God reveals the material. 
3b.  Inspiration - God preserves the record. 
4b.  Preservation - God preserves the record. 
5b.  Interpretation - God interprets the meaning. 

1b.  Preparation  
1c.  The Bible claims that God prepared each writer. 

 Gal. 1:15, 16 
 Jer.  1:4, 5 

2c.  Each writer is fitted by disposition, training and 
 experience for his particular task. 
 Moses-prepared in Egypt. 
 David-Shepherd, wrote 23 Psalm. 
 Solomon-wrote Ecclesiastes. 
 Daniel-wrote international history in advance. 
 2 Cor. 1:3-6 on experiences of life-afflictions 
 and comforts that came were to enable him to 
 pass on to other men. 

2b.  Revelation 
 Eight different types of revelation 
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1c.  Direct voice of God 
 Ex. 33:11 

2c.  Immediate writing of God 
 Ex.  31:18, 32:16 

3c.  Dreams 
 Gen.  40:41 

4c.  Vision 
 Ezek.  1:1 
 Revelation 

Subjective-Daniel 
Objective-Revelation 

5c.  Spiritual life and experience.  Book of Psalms 
 David and Psalm 51 

6c.  Direct influence of H. S. 
 2 Pet.  1:21 

7c.  Natural world-miraculous events 
 Rom.  1:20-21 

8c.  Typical men and things 
 Tabernacle-Adams 

9c.  Historical events 
1 Cor.  10:6, 11 

3b.  Inspiration 
1c.  Revelation would be of little avail if it were not 

 distinguished from non-revelation and recorded. 
2c.  These things must be written down. 
3c.  Inspiration has to do with writing 2 Tim. 3:16 

 
4b.  Preservation 

1c.  Without such a work, inspiration would be useless 
2c.  Bible teaches such a preservation. 

 Deut.  10:5 
 Rom.  3:1-2 
 Isa.     40:6-8 
 Jer.     36:27, 28, 32 

5b.   Interpretation 
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1c.  This finally brings the revelation to man 
 Lk.  10:25-26 R.V.  (How do you read it) 
 Acts 8:30-36 R.V.   (Do you understand) 

2c.  Only God can interpret his own revelation (Scripture 
interprets Scripture) 

 Lk.  24:27 R.V.  interprets 
 1 Cor.  2:10-12, 14-16 
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INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 
McClain 1939 

Introduction 
I.    Many lines of proof for inspiration of Bible as indicated in 

Christian evidences-and the internal evidences might be 
mentioned here. 

II.   Christ is the supreme proof of the Bible.  This is my 
        beloved Son.  “Hear ye Him.” 

1A.  The testimony of Jesus Christ to the inspiration of the Bible 
1b.  To the O.T. scriptures 

1c.  He displays a perfect familiarity with O.T. scriptures. 
1d.  He constantly refers to the O.T. 

  1e.  Matt.  19:4  Mans creation 
  2e.  Matt.  19:5-6  Marriage 
  3e.  Matt.  23:35  Death of Abel 
  4e.  Matt.  23:37  Days of Noah 
  5e.  Matt.  24:38  Flood 
  6e.  Matt.  11:23  Sodom and Gomorrah 
  7e.  John  8:56  Abraham 
  8e.  Mk.  7:9  Words of Moses 
  9e.  Mk.  12:26  Bush 
10e.  John  6:48  Manna 
11e.  John  3:14  Serpent 
12e.  Matt.  12:3  David 
13e.  Matt.  6:29  Glory of Solomon 
14e.  Lk.  4:25  Elijah 
15e.  Matt.  12:40  Jonah 
16e.  Matt.  12:41  Nineveh 
17e.  Matt.  12:42  Sheba 
18e.  Matt.  23:35  Zechariah 

2d.  He is continually quoting from O.T.   
1e.  It is written 
2e.  Have you read?   
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3d.  Many indirect allusions to O.T. 
 Matt.  4:17  Kingdom of heaven 
 Dan.  2:44 Source 
2e.  John 3:5  Born of water and Spirit 

 Ezek.  36:25-27 Source 
3e.  Matt.  8:10-11  Come from East and West 

 Isa.  49:5-6, 12 Source 
4e.  Lk.  13:25-27 with Psa.  6:8 Depart from me 

 all ye workers.  Depart from me all.  Source 
5e.  Matt. 9:36 with Num. 27:15-17 

 Be not as sheep without a shepherd.  
 

6e.  Matt.  1:34 with Micah 7:4-6 
 Enemies of his own house 
7e.  Matt.  23:57 with Ruth 2:12 Under the wings of 
God. 
8e.  Lk.  10:38-42 with Psa. 27:4 one thing is needful 
9e.  Lk.  11:20 with Ex. 8:19 
 10e.  Lk.  12:48 with Lev. 5:17 
 11e.  Lk.  14:7-11 with Prov.  25:6-7 
Start at bottom 
 12e.  Lk.  14:20 with Deut.  24:5 
 I’ve married a wife 
 13e.  John 12:8 - Deut.  15:11 
 Poor you have always with you. 
 Beatitudes came from O.T. 

4d.  His own mind was so saturated with the O.T. that 
 He even expressed his own emotional states by its 
words 
 “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Psa. 
22 

       2c.  He always assures that scripture is from God and hence 
final in authority. 

1d.  Mk.   7:8-13  Moses said   8-Commandment of God 
13- Word of God. 
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2d.  Lk.  10:25-28  What is written in the Law 
3d.  Matt.  22:29  Do err: not knowing the scripture 
4d.  Lk.  4:16-21 with Lk.  24:44 

 Christ begins His ministry with an appeal to O.T. 
 Isa. 61:1-2.  Ends his ministry with an appeal to 
 the O.T. 

5d.  John 10:35  “The scripture cannot be broken” 
 B.B. Warfield’s discussion of this passage. 
 Christ argues from the less to the greater 
 Christ calls the Psalms the Law-and this proves 
  that all scripture has divine legal authority. 

3c.   Our Lord always assumes that O.T. prophecy must 
  be fulfilled.  Matt. 26:53-54 
1d.   Events which have taken place Christ explains 

are the fulfillment of O.T. prophecy. 
  Mk. 14:49  His house was not come 
  John 13:18 wash Judas’ feet 
  John 17:12 Judas perished 

2d.  On the basis of O.T. prophecy he confidently 
   predicts other events which are still in the future 
   Matt.  26:31-smite the shepherd 
   Matt.  21:42-made the head of the corner 
   Matt.  26:64-65-identifying himself with Den. 7:13 
3d.  He makes it the supreme purpose of His ministry 
 to fulfill O.T. prophecy. 
 Matt.  5:17 
 Matt:  26:24 
 John  19:28-30 
 Thirst-He was a man, but that the scriptures 
 might be fulfilled.  Couldn’t end his suffering 
 till he had fulfilled. 

4c.   Christ always assumes that the miraculous events of 
   O.T. actually took place. 

 1d.  Creation Matt.  19:3-6 
 2d.  Flood Lk.  17:26-27 
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 3d.  Destiny of Sodom Lk.  17:28-29 
 4d.  Death of Lot’s wife Lk.  L7:31-32 
 5d.  Burning bush Lk.  20:37 
 6d.  Manna John 6:49 
 7d.  Brazen serpent John 3:14    
 8d.  Heavens stopped Lk.  4:25 

9d.  Leper healed Lk.  4:27 
  10d.  Jonah Matt. 12:40 
 11d. Conversion of Nineveh.  Matt. 18:41 

5c.  Our Lord shows His personal faith in the O.T. by 
       leaning on its statements in the solemn hour of 
       spiritual conflict.  Matt. 4:1-10 
     1d.  Hungry-shall not live by bread alone.  Deut. 8:3 
     2d.  Cast down-shall not tempt.  Deut. 
     3d.  Kingdoms-shall worship the Lord thy God.  Deut. 
6c.   Our Lord makes no distinctions between various 
         parts of the O.T. 
         1.  No time when He makes mention of degrees. 
   Matt. 5:18 with Lk.  24:25-27 
         2.  Three times “all” is used. 
   John 10:35 
   1.  Every Scripture. 
7c.    The very silence of Christ reveals his estimate of 
    O.T. Scripture. 

1d.  No trace of doubt in all that He said. 
2d.  You can search throughout, and cannot find a 
        thing against Scripture. 
        “If it were not so, I would have told you”. 

Question: 
Did Christ have O.T. that we have today?  He gave only 
authority to the O.T. He had, 
1.  We can prove by external evidence that the books 
      were the same, but in different order. 
2.  There is some positive internal evidence. 
      Lk. 24:44 Law-Prophets-Psalms. 
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      Matt. 23:35 
      Lk. 11:51  From Gen. To Chron. Which is last doesn’t 
                        include Apocryphal of Sept. 

2b.  As to N.T. Scriptures and their inspiration. 
 Question:  Was any of N.T. written while Christ was on earth? 
        No there wasn’t but some of the things may  
        have been written, however. 
 Question:  Is Christ competent as a witness to the 
                              inspiration of Scripture before it was written? 

1c.  Christ when He went away declared that He was 
      leaving revelation unfinished.  John 16:12 with John 13:7a 
       Christ needed to die, rise, ascend, coming of H.S. 
        to prepare for the completion. 
2c.   He promised that this revelation would be supplemented 
        in the future and completed at a certain time. 
        John 16:25 R.V.  Dark saying (figures of speech) – tell 
plainly. 
        The Gospels are really dark and Epistles are plain. 
        John 16:13a R.V. shall guide you into all truth. 
                   All (all) truth- a certain body of truth. 
        John 16:26-27- Puts apostles in almost same category with 
                   H.S.  Nobody else has this same distinction. 
        John 16:25- at the hour-16:13a when H.S. is come. 
3c.   He chose certain men through whom He would make 
        this written revelation. 
        John 16:13-He shall guide “you” Referring to a 

 definite body of men. 

 Acts  1:8 “Ye” (The apostles) shall receive power.  He is 
  talking to a certain body of men.  All these men 
  didn’t write, but all of them when they spoke, had 

authority to speak. 
Acts    9:4-6, 15 The larger ministry of Paul by writing. 

Two groups of men. 
1. Men chosen while Christ was on earth. 
2. Others chosen after His ascension. 
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4c.   Christ outlined in advance the very content of this 
   coming N.T. revelation. 
   John 14:26 Bring to remembrance (Historical) 
   John 16:14-15 Show unto disciples (Doctrinal) 
   John 16:13b Things to come (Prophetical) 
   John 16:13a All the truth (Final) 
5c.   Knowing in advance what would be spoken and written. 
   Christ gave to the words of these chosen men the same 
   authority as His own. 
   Matt. 10:2, 14-20 with Lk. 10:1, 16.  Given to 70, who 
   are specially commissioned.  Given to 12 Apostles. 
   Spirit of God speaks in you.  Matt. 10:20. 
   John 15:20 
   John 17:8 Christ sent them as Father sent Him 
   John 17:20 Men are believing thru their Word-i.e. 
   the written Word, not simply the speaking of the 
   Word but the written which lasts to the end of time. 

Question: 
1.  What about the N.T. writers who were not of the 12 
 Apostles?  Mark, Luke, Jude, James. 
 Luke, Jude, James. 
 1.  In early church there were prophets as well as 
      apostles.  Acts 11:27; 31:1; 15:32; Eph.4:11 
 2.  These prophets received new revelation from the H.S. 
      Eph. 3:5 (Known argument) 
 3.  These N.T. prophets also wrote Scripture. 
       Rom. 16:25-26 (Further argument) 
 4.  As Paul was chosen after his ascension so these 
      prophets must likewise have been chosen. 
      1 Cor. 12:28 
 5.  The writings of these men (not among the twelve) 
      were accepted as Scripture by early churches, in 
      an age presided over by the Apostles. 

3b.   The value of Christ’s testimony 
         No scholar has ever successfully disputed the fact that 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

         our Lord’s recorded testimony supports the most sweeping 
         doctrine of inspiration. 

1c.  Theories attempting to invalidate inspiration.  
1d.  Agnostic-vulgar infidelity. i.e. How do we know 

    that Christ said these things about the Scriptures? 
    Ans.  1.  How do we know anything? And logically we 

          must apply this to every other field. 
  2.  Even human testimony is worth something. 
       That is the basis of history.  But never 
       argue with these fellows very much.  Christ 
        never argued. 

2d.  Accommodation theory. 
       Christ knew the O.T. was filled with errors, but 
       because people believed it He accommodated Himself to it. 
       Ans.  1.  Such a theory destroys the moral character of 

       Jesus. 
        2.  He corrected the errors of His day. 

          That is- it is false to all we know of Christ.  
3. Note His use of Scripture in the wilderness 

temptations.  No crowd out there. 
 

3d.   Kenosis theory. 
          Kenow- to empty himself. 
          When Christ emptied Himself, he emptied Himself of 

         His omniscience and thus He was fallible to error. 
         Mk. 13:22 Lk. 2:40 

         Answer: 
1.  We can admit the reality of His self-emptying 

without admitting the wild conclusions that men 
have drawn from it. 
1.  Limited knowledge does not necessarily 

involve the teaching of error. 
2.  He claimed infallibility for all the 

utterances which He did make.  John 8:26-29; 
John 8:45-46 
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Lk. 9:26     John 12:48-49 (Master) 
In these passages the very self-emptying is 
the guarantee of His infallibility. 

3.   Christ’s testimony as to the Scriptures, 
remains unchanged after the Kenosis is 
past.  (At resurrection) 
Lk. 24:25-27, 44-45 (Before He ascended) 
Rev.  2:14,  2:20, 2:27 
Rev.  3:7 
Rev. 22:16 (After He ascended) 

2A.  The testimony of the Bible writers themselves. 
Is there anything to lead us to believe that these men 
were writing not as ordinary men?  Yes 

1b.  O.T. writers 
1c.  The phrases “Thus saith the Lord”, or the Lord spake 

 or their equivalent are used over 2000 times in the O.T. 
 Ex. 5-14 first verse in each. 
 Isa. 20 times- “Word of Lord”  1:10 
 Jer.  Almost 100 times - “Word of Lord came unto me.” 
     1:1 
 Ezek. 60 times, same claims 3:16 
 Daniel claims record of words and visions from God 
    9:21-23; 10:10-11 
 Hosea 
 Joel 
 Jonah 
 Micah All begin- “Word of Lord came unto me.” 
 Zephaniah 
 Haggai 
 Zech. 
 Malachi- “Saith the Lord” used 25 times. 

2b.  N.T. writers. 
  Matt.  1:1 
  Mark  1:1 
  Luke and Acts    Lk. 1:1-4   from above 
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  James 1:17; 3:15-17 
  John 3:31;  19:11 

 I had perfect understanding from above 
                                occurs eleven times in N.T.  
 translated 8 times “from above”. 

 John 20:30-31 
     ”   21:24-25 
 Rev. 1:10 “in the Spirit” 
     ”   2:7, 11, 17, 29 
     ”   3:6, 13, 22 
 Jude- wrote one book 1-4 “I was constrained” 

 
James wrote one book 1:1  
Peter wrote two books - 1 Pet. 2:1-2  “Commandment of Lord 

thru the apostles”. 
Paul 

1 Cor. 2:13 Best 
14:37 

1 Thess. 2:13 
     5:27 Strong    

2 Thess. 3:14 
1.  Did any of the N.T. writers recognize the writings of 

each other as Scripture. 
2 Pet. 3:15-16 “All his Epistles” 
1 Tim.5:18 of Lk. 10:7 “Other Scriptures” of O.T. 

of Matt. 10:10 Peter puts Paul’s on the same level 
with Luke, then, must have been written before 
Matthew, and Mark and John must have been written 
before Paul. 

3A.  The nature of inspiration from Almighty (important) 
1b. The English word Inspiration. 
 2 times in A.V. 
 Job. 32:8 A.V. Inspiration from Almighty 
 R.V. Breath of Almighty 
 2 Tim. 3:16 “given by inspiration” comes from Wycliffe. 
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 Every Scripture inspired of God comes from Tyndall. 
 Both translations are misleading. 
2b. Greek word in 2 Tim. 3:16 

 Literally-God-breathed. 
 Paul couldn’t have picked a better word.  Breath of 
 God is a symbol of His almighty creative Word. 
 Ps. 33:6 by the breath of His mouth 
 Gen. 2:7 God breathed into his nostrils. 
 Thus, Paul is putting the Word into the same category 
           with creation. 
 Inspiration is just the opposite of what happened. 
 God breath out-expiration. 
3b. Translation 
      Eight cases- Heb. 4:12 is one 

 1. Two adjectives cannot be sundered according to 
  Greek syntax. 
 2. The Greeks who knew their own language never 
translate 
  as did the R.V.  “Every Scripture is inspired of God 
  and profitable” R.V. Margin. 

4b. Definition-To say that the Scriptures are inspired is 
 this:  Scripture is the direct product of the creative 
 breath of God.  God spake all these words. 
5b. Observations based on definition. 

1c. Inspiration is not merely a heightened form of 
spiritual illumination. 

   1d. It is common to all Christians 
2d. It is subject to degrees. 
3d. It has always been continuous to some extent 

 throughout all the time since the coming of the H.S. 
   1e.  Not all Christians write Scripture. 
   2e.  No degrees of inspiration in Scriptures. 
   3e. Inspiration stopped about 100 A.D. 

         2c.    Inspiration is more than revelation in the strict 
sense of revelation. 
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               1d.   Revelation is God’s act in communicating truth 
  to human mind. 

2d. Inspiration is an act of God which reveals but 
 terminates in a record. 
3d. Failure to distinguish between these two causes about 
 every misinterpretation. 
 Inspiration involves two things: 

1.Selection of right material. 
2.Recording it with infallible accuracy, thru 

                        the control of certain men by a special act of God.    
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DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
McClain 1939 

Introduction:--Dealing with a vast subject. many texts would be 
necessary to cover the material. Many errors in modern times 
make 
the study difficult. Very few perfectly orthodox groups. 

 
1.  The personality of the Holy Spirit. 

I A.  Has all the distinguishing marks of personality. 
IB.  Holy Spirit has life. 

Rom. 8:2 “The spirit of life.” 
John 7:37-39 “Rivers of living water.” 
I Cor. 3:3 “Spirit of the Living God.” 

2B.  Holy Spirit has intelligence. 
I Cor. 2:11  Spirit knows things. 
Rom. 8:26,27  Mind of the Spirit. 

3B.  Holy Spirit has purpose. 
Isa. 11:2  “The Spirit of wisdom, & understanding.” 
I Cor. 12:11 “Dividing as He wills.” 

4B.  Holy Spirit has activity. 
Speaks, reproves, etc. 

5B.  Holy Spirit has freedom. 
II Cor. 3:17 “Where Spirit is there is liberty.” 
I  Cor. 12:11 “As he wills.” 

6B.  Holy Spirit has self-consciousness. 
I Cor. 2:11 “Spirit of God knows the things of God.” 

(There is self- consciousness in the 
Godhead.) 

7B.  Holy Spirit has emotional capacity.--A spiritual thing. 
Rom. More than reaction to a stimuli. 
Rom. 15:30  “Love of the Spirit.” 
Eph. 4:30  “Grieve not the Holy Spirit.” 

2A.  The Holy Spirit is the very essence of personality. He is 
Spirit. 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

The Name indicates thus. 
3A.  Christ spoke of the Holy Spirit as a person 

1B.  Christ spoke of the Spirit as the Comfortor 
John 14:16,17 (Should have transliterated word instead 

of translated. “paraclete”,-- “one called alongside” 
helper, advocate. Called alongside believer to help 
him. 
If the Holy spirit is to take Christ’s place, no mere 
power or influence could do so. Only a person 
could 
act thus.)  

2B.  Our Lord used personal pronouns in speaking of the 
Holy S. 

John 16:7,8, 12-15           word for Spirit, Neut. 
Words used to refer to Holy Spirit are nearly 
always 
masculine. 

Rom. 8:16,26. A.R.V. “Himself” 
4A.  The Holy Spirit is associated with the Father and the Son in 

Such a way as to indicate personality. 
Matt. 28:19 Name of Spirit. 
II Cor. 13:14 Benediction “Communion of Spirit.” 

Strange thing to associate a mere power with 
God, 
and Christ. 

Zach. 4:6 “By my Spirit”. Acontrast with power, or 
might 

must be a person. 
II. The Deity of the Holy Spirit. 

1A.  The Holy Spirit is called God. 
Acts 5:3,4  “thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 

2A. The Holy Spirit has Divine attributes. 
1B.  He has the attribute of eternity. 

Heb. 9:14 
2B.  Omnipresence. 
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Psalm 139:7,8 whither shall I go? 
3B.  Omniscience. 

I Cor. 2:10,11 knoweth things of God himself. 
4B.  Omnipotence. 

Luke 1:35. Virgin Birth. 
3A.  He performs Divine works. 

1B.  Creates. Ps. 104:30 
2B.  Regenerates. John 3:7,8 
3B.  Raises from the dead. Rom. 8:11 

4A.  Wrong views of Holy Spirit. 

Two Classes:-- 
Denials of His Personality. 

Arose in 3rd. century by Paul of Samosata. Denied 
H. 
S. was a person. Picked up by Sooirus and 
Sociniusism. 
Modern Unitarianism- Having denied His personality 
denies also His Deity. 

Denials of His Deity. 
Arius -300-325 ad. Nicean council. Arianism. 
Father alone was God. Son was a created being. Son 
as Creator created the Holy Spirit. He was a person, 
Russelism has erred from both. 

Spirit-- -Socinianism, Unitarianism. 
Son---Ariaus. 

 
III.  The work of the Holy Spirit. 

1A. The work of the Holy Spirit in conection with the Material 
Universe. 

1B.  The Holy Spirit shared in the creation of the universe. 
Ps. 33:6 Jehovah-source 

 Word of Jehovah.--medium 
 Spirit. (Breath)--makes rev. intelligible. 
2B.  He is the source of all energy and order in nature. 
 (Material universe) 
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Gen.  l:1-3 --- energy then order.   
All the Marvelous order of the material universe is due 
to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

3B.  The Holy Spirit is active in the processes of nature. 
1C.  The destructive processes of nature. 

Isa. 40:7,8 destructive due to the agency of H. S. 
2C.  He is active in the renewing processes. 

Psa. 104:29-30 (God’s energy in nature.) 
Even fertilizing a field involves the H. S. 

Compare: 
Isa. 32:15 
Ezek. 1:4-19,20,21 ARV. margin 
  ”.  1:26-28 

The H. S. is in the wheels of nature. 
Every heart that pants, every wing that 

flies is due to one cause; energized 
by Holy Spirit 

4B.  In the O.T. especially the Spirit of God is the divine artist in 
Nature. 

Job 26:13 Every thing beautiful in Nature is of the  
Holy Spirit. 

-May be used sometimes in an evil way.  Still 
the power is from the Holy Spirit. 

2A.  The Work of the Spirit in relation to Scripture. 
1B.  The Holy Spirit is the Author of Scripture. 

1c.  Men wrote the words, but the H.S. was the author. 
I Pet. 1:10, 11 -- man wrote and then studied what 

He wrote.  Like stenographers 
*II Pet. 1:21  “moved” of office men. 
* I Cor. 2:3 very words were taught by the spirit. 

Rev. 2:7, 11, 17 Spirit sayeth unto the churches. 
II Sam. 23:1, 2   not his ideas were in my mind ! 
John 16:12, 13-  “All” truth spoken to men who were 

to write scripture. 
II Tim. 3:16- all scripture is God Breathed. 
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2B.  The Holy Spirit is the interpretor of Scripture. 
I Cor. 2:10-12 Take all verse together. 
I John 2:27  If we have received the anointing we need not 

that any man teach us. (the H.S.) 
Eph. 1:17 “may give  --- Him” Not a power or an influence 

but his fullness. 
3A.  The work of the Holy Spirit in relation to Jesus Christ. 

The explanation from the human standpoint of the person and 
word 
of Christ is to be found in the Spirit. 
-Christ lived in absolute dependence of the Spirit as an ex- 
ample for us. 
-Most dependent Person who ever spoke and worked. 
1B.  The person and power of the Spirit explain seven things. 

1C.  Christ’s Miraculous birth.  Luke 1:34:35 
It was the power of the third person of the God- 
 headed who performed the miracle. 

2C.  His remarkable wisdom. 
Isa.  11:1-4 Explanation-Spirit rested upon Him 

and revealed to Him. 
Compare John 7:15 

3C.  His powerful preaching.  Luke 4:18 -- Spirit on Him. 
Compare 4:22, 32 

John 7:45, 46 “Never a man spake like 
 this man.”   
4C. His mighty works. 

Matt. 12:28- As Son He had power. -- Came as an 
example 

depending entirely on the Spirit. 
Acts 10:38 

5C.  His victorious life. 
Luke 4:1-2 Full of Holy Spirit, Led by the Spirit. 
I Tim. 3:16 declared righteous by the spirit. 

6C.  His atoning death.  
Heb. 9:14 - Humanily speaking He offered himself 
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On calvery through the Spirit. 
7C.  His glorious resurrection. 

Rom. 8:11 - Through the Spirit he was raised. 
Compare 1 Cor. 15:44 

4A.  The work of the Holy Spirit in relation to man and O.T. times. 
1C.  The Spirit of God strove with man against sin. 

Gen.  6:3 
Rom.  1:24 
Neh.  9:30 
Ps.  78 

2C.  He came upon certain individuals at times to fit them for 
special kinds of work. 
1D.  For a military leadership - Judges 6:34 
2D.  For special feats of physical strength. 

  Judges 14:5, 6 
  Judges 15:14, 15. 

3D.  For governing nations. 
   Num. 27:15 

4D.  For the work of prophesying. 
Num.  24:2 cf. 10:13 
Ezek.  11:5, 24-25. 

5D.  For artistic craftsmanship. 
Ex.  31:4-5 
The layman prepared every block for the church at 

Sandusky, and there was not a mistake. 
Note:  The coming of the Spirit on men in O.T. days was 

1.  Not general 
2.  Not always related to moral character. 
3.  Not always permanently. 

  I Sam. 16:14 - Spirit left Saul:  Ps. 51:11 
6D.  For moral and spiritual courage. 

  II Chron. 24:20 
7D.  The Spirit fitted men for prophetic ministry and the 

writing of Scripture. 
Num. 24:2 
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Ezek. 11:5, 24, 25 and 8:3 
II Pet.  1:20, 21 

5A.  The work of the Holy Spirit in the world during the present age. 
John 16:8-11 

INTRO. 
1.  Note change in language. 

- Convict instead of reprove; 
-  Has been judged instead of is judged. 

2.  The Holy Spirit’s work in the world deals with three 
profound subjects: 
SIN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 
JUDGEMENT 
- Of itself the world does not know what sin, 
righteousness 
   or judgment is. 
- Man’s light on this is very faint. 
- It is the work of the Holy Spirit to reveal this to man 

3.  Deals with three persons: 
Man ) *  These three persons have respective 
relation 
Christ )      to sin, righteousness, and judgement. 
Satan ) 
   -  Christ stands between sin and 
Judgement. 
   -  The cross is the center of Scripture. 

 

THREE ASPECTS OF THE SPIRIT’S WORK 

1c.  He will convict the world of sin. 
- The Greek words   “elegchō” (convict)  “hamartia” (sin)    have a 
full meaning. 
1.  Authoritative examination of the facts. 
2.  Unquestionable proof. 
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3.  Decisive judgement. 
4.  Power to punish. 

-  The Holy Spirit is the crime specialist.  He deals with one 
form of sin -- UNBELIEF. 
(1)  This sin is the universal sin. 

All men sin the sin of unbelief. 
Each man has his little code of morality. 

(2)  This sin is the sin that is at the bottom of all other sin. 
(3)  This sin is the one sin that has good standing in the world. 

A man can reject Christ yet lose nothing in the sight of 
other men. 
Heb. 12:1 - The sin in good standing. 

(4)  This sin is the one sin by which the human soul can fix 
its destiny for ever. 
John 3:17, 18  He that believeth not has been judged 
already 

(5)  This sin is not merely sin against divine law but also 
against divine Grace.  Heb. 10. 
- In a sense right now we are living in a judgement, every 

time the Gospel is preached. 
- God is giving us the privelege to take the judgement 
seat and judge ourselves by believing in Christ. 
- There is no chance taken here because the decision as 
to who is saved or lost is decided down here. 

(6)  This sin of not believing on Christ therefore becomes 
the one sin for which there is no remedy. 
-  This is why the Holy Spirit devotes his attention 

 to this one sin. 
-  No man can be saved who does not believe in Christ. 

2c.  He will convict the world of righteousness. 
- The world of lost men do not believe in righteousness. 
- The world believes in a righteousness which is relative but 
  not absolute. 
- Ecc. - Be not over much righteous - attitude in philosophy. 
1.  At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to demonstrate that there is 
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such a thing as absolute righteousness. 
 The H.S. points to Christ and thus demolishes evolution of 
 moral standards for we must look back 2000 yrs to Christ to 
find man completely righteous.  Why has not the world 
produced 
 a greater man? 

2.  The affirmative testimony of the Father to the absolute 
righteousness of Christ. 

A.  Testimony of the Father at baptism.  Matt. 3:13-17 
(My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.) 
Note:  Immediately then Christ was led out into the 

wilderness to be tempted. 
B.  Testimony of Holy Spirit.  I Tim. 3:16 - The spirit of 
God 

declared him righteous. 
C.  The testimony of the world. - They too declared that he 

is righteous. 
D.  The proof of Christ’s righteousness was affirmed by 
Christ’s 

resurrection and ascension into heaven. 
John 6:60-62, 66.  Ascension a proof of what Christ 
claimed 

to be. 
 

Matt. 26:64.  Thou hast said - (I am the Christ). 
As proof - Ye shall be the Son of man sitting on the right 

hand of power. 
Psa. 24:3, 4, 7.  Messianic Psalms speaking of Christ as 
Messiah, 

King of Glory. 
Note:  The Jews knew of this 24th Psalm and they knew 

what it meant.  That is why the Jews did not  
believe him and said that he spoke blasphemy. 

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Ghost came to convict the 
world of sin and of righteousness. 
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Note Peter’s sermon - Died, arose again, and is now at the 
right hand of the father.  

These 3000 Jews knew that Peter was speaking of Christ as the 
Messiah and they were under conviction because of the work of  
the Holy Spirit. 

Steven saw Jesus standing at the right hand of the Father. 
Jesus Righteous at the right hand of Father. 

There is only one place where God can forgive sin and that is 
IN CHRIST. 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring men into this realm. 

Therefore all final resistance to the work of the Holy Ghost 
is unpardonable. 
Example of Judas.  Christ said Judas had perished - because 

he had said no to God for the last time. 
Only God knows who those are who have said no for the last 
time. 

3C.  He will convict the world of judgement 
(This judgement is past. )  See A.R.V. 
1d.  Where was Satan Judged? 

ans.  At the cross. 
John 12:29-31 - Now is the judgement of this world. 
The judgement of the prince of this world is linked to 
the death of Christ. 

When Christ cried, “It is Finished” - God had already judged 
Satan. 

2d.  If Satan was judged at the cross finally, what significance does 
it have to us today? 
answer:  The judgement of Satan at the cross was the great test 

case of God upon the world. 
No man can take his stand against Christ and escape 
judgement or doom, he has already been judged. 

3d.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to convict the world that this 
 is done.  John 3:17, 18 - Satan enjoys his liberty even though 
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the sentence has been pronounced.  
CONCLUSION: 

If the Holy Spirit has come into the world to convict of sin, 
righteousness and judgement; How does he do it? 
Answer:  Through the preaching of the Word the Holy Spirit 
works through us. 
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DOCTRINE OF MAN 
McClain 1939 

1A. The origin of man 
 1b. The Bible teaches that the first man was brought into 
   existence by the creative and formative act of God.  
   1c. Creative: 
     Gen. 1:26-27 
     Matt. 19:4 
   2c. Formative: 
     Gen.  2:7 
   3c. Are there two contradictory accounts?  They are 
     complementary, not contradictory.  The first is a general 
     account with the spiritual pre-eminent.  The second is a 
     detailed account giving pre-eminence to the material. 
   4c. Was this act of God direct or mediate? 
     1d.  Mediate suggests some intervening method such as 

evolution 
     2d.  Direct has to do with the immediate act of God. 
       1e.  The use of Bara sustains this theory.  This is true of 
          mans spiritual nature at least, for the word Bara is 

used in this connection.  For the making of the 
body, 

          the word form is used. 
       2e.  The simplest interpretation favors direct creation. 
       3e.  There is no hint of a long process in the passage. 
       4e.  Men is said to have been formed of dust, not out of 
          some lower animal. 
       5e.  In 2:7 if a direct act is indicated by the phrase 
          “breathed the breath of life” there is no exegetical 

reason for deny that the word “formed” also 
indicates a direct act. 
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       6e.  The expression “man became a living soul” 
describes the result of the inbreathing of the breath 
of life. 

          This cannot be confined to the beginning of man’s 
          spiritual life alone which would be the modernistic 
          theory.  It refers also the life that man has in 
          common with the animals.  Proof text. Rev. 16:3- 
          “every living soul died” 
          Man has never had a mere animal life apart from 
          spiritual existence.  James 2:26 “For as the body 
          without the spirit is dead”. 
 2b.  The first woman was created potentially in the man but was 
    brought into individual existence by a special formative act 
    of God. 
  1c.  Potentially: 
     Gen.  1:27 
     Gen.  5:2 
  2c.  Special formative act. 
     Gen.  2:21-22 
     1 Tim.  2:13 
  3c.  Why not a separate special creation? 
    1d.  To separate special creation? 
    2d.  Some of the greatest doctrines of the Bible depend 
       upon this unity. 
      1e.  Depravity of mankind. 
      2e.  The salvation of men by justification. 
  4c.  A suggested interpretation of the “rib story”. 
     The rib is a side piece, or perhaps a portion of the 
     seminal substance (germ plasm). 
 3b.  The entire human race is descended from this original pair 
    by natural generation. 
    Gen.  3:20;  9:19 
    Acts   17:26 R.V. 
 

1c.  The one exception is Christ. 
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1d.  The second man was the Lord from heaven. 
2d.  Yet he is of the human race and Eve is the proof in 

illustration. 
2c.  Why are there so many human types? 

1d.  They were all potentially in Adam. 
2d.  Variation for many reasons accounts for them. 
3d.  Degeneration of the race. 

2A.  The nature of man. 
1b.  Man was created in the image of God after His likeness. 

Gen.  1:26 
1c.  Meaning of these two words. 

1d.  Man is not another God. 
2d.  But man resembles His creator. 
3d.  His nature is to be interpreted in the likeness of 

what God is. 
                 1e.  Personality 
                 2e.  Spirit 
                 3e.  Moral nature. 

4d.  It is the likeness to God that gives man his peculiar 
dignity and worth, even as a fallen being. 
James 3:9 
Gen.  9:6 
Why is cursing bad? Man in image of God. 
Why is human life sacred? Man in image of God. 

     2c.  Does the word image have any reference to man’s physical 
            form? 
         1d.  God is invisible spirit. 
         2d.  Manifested in external form in O.T. 
         3d.  Col.  1:15  The image of the invisible God. 
                Phil.  2:6 
                Col.  2:9 
                Archetypal form was in the mind of God and man was 
                actually created after God’s image-thus giving logical 
                priority. 
2b.  The Bible teaches in general that man has both a spiritual 
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       and physical nature. 
       Matt.  10:28 
       Acts  2:27,31; 7:59 
3b.  More specifically man is spoken of as a spirit, soul and body. 

1 These.  5:23 
1c.  Is Dichotomy more plausible? Strong-Hodge. 

 1d.  They tell us that 1 These.  5:23 is not conclusive; but 
  what about Mk.  12:30? 

 2d.  Heart is an all-inclusive term and represents the  
  whole man. 

 3d.  Distinction is made between heart and lip belief. 
  Matt.  15:8;  Mk.  7:6;  Isa.  29:13;  Ex.  33:31 

 4d.  Soul and spirit are Interchangeable word, they say; 
  but the truth is represented in this illustration: 

  Soul has different meanings-God has a soul. 
                                                               Man  ”   ”  ”  
                                                          Animal  ”     ”  ” 

         Soul the vehicles which hears spirit. 
2c.  The support for Trichonomy.  Shedd 

1d.  Heb.  4:12  Dividing asunder of soul and spirit. 
2d.  Lk.  1:46-47  My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

 

3d.  Gen.  2:7-Dust of the ground-Body 
Breath of lives-spirit 
Became a living soul 

4d.  1 These.  5:23.  Attempt at simplification largely 
obscures the truth which we seek William James says that 
to simplify the explanation of  violin music, one might  
say that it is the scraping of horses, tails over cat’s 
bowel, but that does not explain the genius of the  
violinist. 

4b.   The spirit of man is his closest point of resemblance and  
  contact with God. 
1c.  John 4:24  God is spirit 
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2c.  1  Cor.  2:11 Save the spirit of man. Spirit the seat of 
mans intellect. Spirit of God knows things of God. 

3c.  Prov.  20:27.  The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah. 
4c.  John  4:24 Must worship. 

5b.  The soul seems to have been produced by the union of spirit 
and body.  Gen.  2:7  Not Ruah, but Nishmath. 

6b.  The body of man is composed of elements taken from his material 
environment, but is an essential and permanent part of his  
complete nature. 

    1c.  Gen.  2:7 
    2c.  Scientists say there is a direct connection between mans 
           body and the very rocks. 
    3c.  Psa.  139:15,16 R.V- 
    4c.  1  Cor.  6:12-20 - Body is permanent. 
7b.  Man has power to reproduce children in his own image and 
likeness. 
      1c.  Three theories of origin of souls. 

 1d.  Pre-existence 
 2d.  Creationist. 
 3d.  Traducian -  Bible teaches this one 

Gen.  5:3 
Acts  17:26 
Heb.  7:9-10 
Gen.  46:26 
John  1:13 
John  3:6  Flesh (ethical term) referring to all of  

Fallen nature. 
2c.  Mans power to procreate is not independent of Gods power, 

but is made possible by Gods power of preservation. 
Zech.  12:1 
Isa.  57:16 
Psa.  139:13-14 

8b.  Man was created with a moral side to his nature which tells 
him that he ought to do right. Rom.  2:14-16 Mans moral nature 

can be marred but never 
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obliterated. This is one of the 
appalling aspects of future 
retribution. This moral nature 
will lash him forever. 

9b.  Man, even though a sinner, is treated with high dignity and worth  
because of what he is by creation. 
Matt.  10:31 
Matt.  12:9-12 
Lk.  9:24-25 
Lk.  15 whole chapter 

Question 
IA.  What is the relation of men to God? Is God his Father? 
 
 

1b.  Adam was called the Son of God in Lk. 23:38 
2b.  Adam’s natural descendents are never called sons or children 

of God except as they enter into the new and spiritual relation. 
Acts  17:28-genos-generation, not son 
Heb.  12:9 R.V. Our spirits 
Isa.  1:2;  63:16; 64:8 
Isa.  1:2-some were sons 
Isa.  63:16-Israel as a nation 
Isa.  63:8-relationship of the creator 
Hebrews used the word “Father” 
Stevens- no passage where Jesus call God the Father of all 
men. 

But by inference we think the word teaches it. 
“Words 
are the counters of kings and the money of fools.” 

3a.  Mans original environment and his position and state within it. 
1b.  Man is the last and highest in the scale of created life forms. 

Gen.  1:27  with Gen.  2:2 
2b.  The sexes were equal in relation to each other. 

Gen.  3:16-by inference 
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Gen.  2:18-by inference 
Gen.  2:20  R.V. footnote An help meet meaning one answering 

3b.  Man was given dominion over all the earth and all created 
life upon it. 
Gen.  1:26 
Psa.  8:4-8 

4b.  Man was commanded to be fruitful, multiply and replenish the  
earth with his descendents. 
Gen.  1:28 

5b.  Man was told to subdue the earth, but he is given dominion. 
Gen.  1:28 

- 1c.  He did not start with all the secrets of the universe but 
was gradually to gather knowledge and wisdom in the 
mastery 
of all things. Science is therefore the Magna Charta and 
the men of science are carrying out the mandate of God. 

2c.  Plenishing the earth demands progressive subjection of the 
earth to feed the inhabitants. 

6b.  Man was placed in a location favorable to his continued 
existence and enjoyment. Gen.  2:8,9 

7b.  The Bible record seems to suggest that mans original 
environment  

  was not precarious to human life. 
1c.  All he needs to eat. 
2c.  Dominion over the animal world. 
3c.  No reign of tooth and claw 
4c.  Death for man is not natural. 
5c.  No such thing as accidents. 

8b.  Work was evidently a part of Gods original, plan for man, and 
 the first assigned task was agriculture. 
Gen.  2:5,15 

9b.  Mans food originally seems to have been all vegetable. 
Gen.  1:29,30 
Animals to eat herbs also. 

Question: 
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1a.  What was mans actual state in the beginning of his life on earth? 
1b.  Ape-like savage creatures. 
2b.  Very sum of perfection. 
3b.  Truth-that man originally was endowed with a high degree of  

reflective and creative intelligence, but he was capable of 
further progress from the standpoint of experience. 

1c.  First he understands,  Uses, and invents languages and 
symbols 

Uses - Gen.  2:16 
Invents - Gen.  2:20 
Languages involves memory, symbols, concepts. Started out  
with simple vocabulary. Adam had capacity to speak but 
not the experience. Adam had intuitive knowledge. Adams 
knowledge wasn’t obscured by sin. He could look at the 
facts and draw a correct conclusion. 

2c.  He uses tools.  2:15  No animal uses tools. 
3c.  Man was able to foresee consequences and take them into 

account before he experiences.  Gen.  2:17 
4c.  Man is able to see connections between ideas and reason 

out conclusions. Gen. 2:23-24 
5c.  Man has an aesthetic sense- 

Gen.  2:9 
This puts the Bible on the side of Plato. 

1d.  Quality inheres in the object. 
2d.  It inheres in the customs. 
3d.  It inheres in the mind. 
4d.  The truth: the object possesses the quality and the  

mind possesses the capacity to receive and final pleasure 
in beauty. 

6c.  Man is regarded as wholly separate from the animal world. 
Gen. 2:20 R.V. footnote 

10b.  Possibility for further development. 
1c.  A child is perfect in capacity but not in experience. Just  
       so it was with Adam. 
2c.  The Genesis record reveals the most simple kind of life. 
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There was just one prohibition. The technocrats say that 
we produce more than we can consume but haven’t yet 
learned how to distribute. That is so, but had not sin come 
we should long, ago have reached the present stage of pro- 
duction, and at the same time be able to distribute. 

4A.  Gods Purpose in Man. Isa. 43:7 
1b.  He was made to manifest Gods glory. 

1c.  God needed a community of persons to complete Himself. 
 But He is complete in Himself as He is a triune God. 

2b.  Man was made to manifest Gods glory 
Gods glory is the manifestation of what he truly is. 

  1c.  Man was created that he might manifest his grace to man. 
   Eph.  2:7 

  2c.  Man was created that he might show forth the excellence of  
   God in human life. 1 Pet. 2:9 

5A.   Mans Original Moral Nature. 
Introduction: 
1. Man was created on the fence; that is , with no positive 

inclination morally in either direction. 
But the colored man was more right when he said: 

(a) It is every man’s business to be somewhere. 
(b) Some of you are where you ought not to be. 
(c) Get where you ought to be as soon as possible. 

2. There are two things to be remembered. 
a.   You must not put man so high that he can’t make progress. 
b.   You ought not to put him so low that he can’t fall. 

1b.  Man was created with a moral nature that was positively good. 
1c.  Image and likeness. Gen. 1:26-27; Eph. 4:24 
2c.  Very good  Gen. 1:31 
3c.  Upright  Eccl.7:29 
4c.  Treats man as responsible to God. Gen.2:17 

2b. What was the precise nature of man’s original goodness of 
character? 

1c.  The word “character” may be used in two different senses. 
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1d.  It may describe an inherent tendency to do right. 
2d.  It may be used to describe a tendency to do right 
       which is the result of experience; that is, right 
       choices in the presence of moral tests. 

6A.  The moral testing of man. 
1b.  It is consisted in two things. 

1c.  A positive command not to eat of a certain tree. Gen. 2:17 
2c.  Exposure to temptation thru the serpent. Gen. 3:1 

2b. What was the tree of knowledge? 
1c.  Some scoff at the idea of getting knowledge thru the eating 

of the fruit. The Bible doesn’t teach this either. 
2c.  Some say that the tree was wholly symbolic, thus spiritual. 
3c.  McClain’s view: 

1d.  The context demands a literal tree. 
2d.  Verses 16 and 17 do not suggest that there was anything  

magical about it. 
3d.  The Bible does not say that the fruit of this tree would 

open their eyes. Gen. 3:6; 2:17 
4d.  It was the act of disobedience that gave knowledge. 
5d.  It was an ordinary tree which God used as a symbol of 

moral testing. Like communion and baptism. 
3b.  Did not man have any knowledge of good and evil prior to the  

eating? 
1c.  He did have knowledge but it was theoretical, or knowledge  

 by description. 
2c.  But He didn’t have what we call experimental knowledge. 

1d.  There is an intellectual experimental knowledge. 
2d.  There is also and experimental knowledge of “good and  

evil” which consists in doing one or the other from free 
choice and entering into the experience opposite without 
doing the opposite. 

4b.  Could man have gotten this experimental knowledge without  
doing the evil in eating of the tree? 

1c.  Adam could have seen the bad by experiencing the good. 
2c.  Moral experience may be attained by doing the good. 
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3c.  Man got his knowledge of good and evil by the wrong 
method. 

5b.  What was God’s purpose in testing man? 
1c.  He was tested that thru moral experience so he might have 
an  

opportunity to develop a holy character. 
2c.  This is still Gods way of developing Christian character. 

James 1:12 
Heb.  12:11 
1 Pet.  1:6-7 

7A.  The temptation of man. 
1b.  The tempter  was Satan in the guise of a serpent. Gen. 3:1 

1c.  How do we know? 
1d.  The narrative does not say so. 
2d.  Scripture does not indicate. 
3d.  By implication we draw this conclusion. 

Rev.  12:9 “that old serpent” 
2c.  Was the incident in the garden ridiculous? 

 1d.  The naive innocence of the woman is here demonstrated 
since she is not afraid of the talking serpent. The  
fact is she have never been startled before. It is a  
perfectly simple psychological explanation. 

2b.  The method of the tempter. 
1c.  He throws out a subtle doubt as to Gods goodness. 
Insinuation 

worse than  outright declaration. 
Satan, Who after being called to apologize for calling a  

 man a liar, still maintained that the man was guilty of a 
 terminological inaccuracy. 

2c.  He boldly denies the word of God. 
3c.  He attributes evil motives to God. 
4c.  He promises that personal benefit will come as a result of 

disobedience. Within these words arise two fundamentally 
false doctrines upon which all false religions are based: 
(1).  Ye shall not surely die. 
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(2).  Ye shall be  gods. 
3b.   Three avenues of temptation. 

1c.  Physical 
2c.  Esthetic 
3c.  Intellectual 
Appetites are all right, but it is the wrong use of God-given 
appetites that results in sin. 
These three appetites take in the threefold earthly aspect of 
man, but the spiritual has been overlooked. Sin came in the 
taking of the wrong way to satisfy these appetites to be sure, 
but there is more involved. They also forgot the spiritual  
relationship to God. 
The religions of the earth endeavor to satisfy these three 
appetites, but if forgetting takes place, it is the spiritual 
side that is neglected. Christianity exalts the spiritual and 
holy above all else. Among the three appetites to be satisfied, 
the intellectual must have been paramount, since they had 
plenty 
to eat and plenty of good things to look at, only the intellect  
demanded satisfaction. 

8A.  The fall of man. 
Gen.  2:16-17;3:1-6 

1b.  Two possible courses of action were open to man. 
1c.  Yield to God  the right to determine what was good or 

evil for man. 
2c.  Claim the right to himself to determine the good and evil. 

2b.  It consisted in two things. 
1c.  An inward act of the will in deciding by himself what was  

good and evil for him. 
2c.  An outward act of disobedience in carrying out this 

decision he had made. 
Questions: 
1. How did man by his fall become like God? Gen. 3:22 

In that he entered the realm of moral experience, but by the 
wrong door. He experienced the free choice which is the essence 
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or moral experience. He became like God in that he exercised the  
right which belonged to God to determine what was good and evil 
for him. 
3b.  The woman was deceived and led in the transgression but the 

 man was not deceived but followed in the transgression. 
 1 Tim.  2:14 
 2 Cor.  11:3 
 Gen.  3:6 
 Rom.  5:12 

 1c.  Man is held responsible for the sin. 
 2c.  Woman is the more susceptible to deception. 
 3c.  Woman hadn’t had experience in the animal world. 
 4c.  Be careful about making Adam a hero here. 

Questions: 
1. How could a holy being fall? 

There is no complete explanation. It is an insoluble mystery 
wrapped 
up in the freedom of the will. James 1:13-17 comes the nearest to 
solving this situation. 

 

Erroneous theories: 
1A.  The fall was man’s awakening to self-consciousness and moral 

distinctions. Thus he fell up. 
1b.  But man knew what was good and evil before he sinned, for 
God 

 had told him. 
2A.  The fall was the sexual act. 

1b.  God commanded them to multiply  
2b.  Eve partook of the fruit while Adam was absent. 

9A.  The immediate consequences of the fall. 
1b.  Man condemned by his own conscience; guilt and shame 
caused 

them to hide. 
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2b.  A divine penalty is imposed upon each one involved in man’s 
sin. 

1c.  Upon the serpent: 
1d.  Degraded below the level of all other forms. 
2d.  A change of form probably took place. 

2c.  Upon Satan: 
1d.  He put enmity between him and the seed of the woman. 
2d.  The ultimate defeat of Satan by the seed of the woman 

whom he had deceived. 
3c.  Upon the woman: 

1d.  A multiplied conception, and pain in motherhood. 
2d.  Subjection to man suggests equality to man originally. 

4c.  Upon the man: 
1d.  The material environment made unfavorable. “For thy 
sake” 
2d.  Subjected to laborious toll.  

5c.  Penalty to both man and woman. 
1d.  Exclusion from Eden and the tree of life. 
2d.  Death: both spiritual (2:17) which was immediate, and 

physical (3:19) which was eventual. 
The tree of life may have been literal with a sacramental  
value, such as the bread and the wine of communion. There 
might have been some mysterious factor inherent in the tree 
since physical life was involved. 

10A.  The effects of Adams fall upon the human race. 
1b.  Adams fall brought sin upon all men(i.e., inborn sin) 
inheritance 

1c.  Rom.  5:12, 19 
2c.  Gen.  5:3; 6:5,11,12 
3c.  Gen.  8.21 
4c.  Psa.  51:5 not in the act of procreation-but 

      2b.   Brought condemnation upon all men-imputation. Men object to 
the 

  manner in which this condemnation was passed down. Rom. 5:16-
18 
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      3b.   Adams sin brought death on all men, thru both inheritance and  
  imputation. 
  1c.  Rom.  5:12,15,17 
  2c.  Gen.  5:5,8,11 
  3c.  1 Cor. 15:21-22 

Problems: 
1A.  Does God really hold us responsible for Adams sin? 

1b.  We are responsible for what we do. From this arises the 
question: Why is it that every man sins? Because we have sinful 
natures from Adam. Since we are responsible for sins, We must 
be responsible for the nature which produces the sins, which  
ultimately must be worse than what it produces. 

2A.  How can God justly hold men responsible for Adams sin? 
1b.  There is such a thing as race. We were literally in Adam when 

he sinned and thus we suffer the penalty with him. 
2b.  The doctrine of sin and responsibility is supported by the  

actual facts of human life. 
3b.  The race sin and responsibility has an exact parallel in 

 justification. 
4b.  The doctrine is supported by the biological facts of heredity. 
5b.  This doctrine is supported by the fact that infants die. 
6b.  Remember that no soul will ever be lost on ground of Adamic 

 sin alone, but personal sin also. 
7b.  The Bible starts with personal sin and brings in Adamic sin 

 to account for the university of personal sin. 

11A.  The beginning of civilization in a fallen race. Gen. 4:1-26 
 Note:  Civilization: Technical sense, arts, sciences, vices, etc. 

1b.  First false religion. 3-5 
2b.  First murder 8 
3b.  First city 17 
4b.  First polygamy 19 
5b.  First pastoral pursuits 20 
6b.  First arts (music) 21 
7b.  Poetry 23-24 
8b.  Poetry of crafts 22 
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Vices grew right up with the benefits of civilization. Why was it  
the bad line that started these things? Man was without God, trying 
to take an unfavorable environment and make it into a comfortable 
place in which to live. The good line was satisfied with their  
communion with God. 

12A.  The difference between man and animal 
1b.  Man has self-consciousness (conscious) 
2b.  Ability to form concepts (percepts) 
3b.  Languages (animals have none) 
4b.  Forms judgments, notes similarities (animals associates things 

 which appear in their experience) 
5b.  Man creates new ideas (animals cannot create new ideas) 
6b.  Man has intuitive ideas: Space, time, causality, unity (Kant) 

 (animals have no such faculty) 
7b.  Man has self-determination (determination) 
8b.  Man has a moral sense, a sense of righteousness (no dog ever 

 returned the bone he had stolen) 
9b.  Religious ideas and feelings (animals have none) 
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DOCTRINE OF SIN 
McClain 1939 

1A.  Nature of sin 
1b.  The Bible describes sin as manifesting itself in three general  

forms. 
1c.  Sin as an act. 
2c.  Sin as thought, intent or impulse. 

Matt.  5:27-28 
Ex.  20.17 
Lev.  19:18,17 

3c.  Sin as a state or disposition or nature. 
1d.  Jer.  17:9 desperately, incurably 
2d.  John 1:29 
3d.  Jas. 4:17 
4d.  Rom. 5:21 
5d.  Rom. 7.9 
6d.  Rom. 7:14 
7d.  Rom. 8:7 
8d.  Matt. 15.19 All three - Mk. 7:21-23 

2b. The Bible regards sin as an offence committed against three 
parties. Prov. 6:32 

1c.  Against the sinner. Prov 8:36 Individual 
2c.  Against society Social- Rom. 5:12; I Cor. 15:33 
3c.  Against God Religious 

Lk.  15:18; 36:9 
I Sam. 12:23 
Psa. 51:4 of 
Gen.  20.6 
II Sam 12:13 
All human views of sin are partial 

3b.  The nature of sin in its manifestation is indicated by various 
Hebrews and Greek terms used to describe it. 
Bancroft 145-149 
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1c.  A missing of a mark 
Greek Rom.  3:23 

Chata..                   Hebrew Psa.  51.4 

Illustration:  Judges 20:16 
2c.  Passing over a prescribed line 

abbar.   Dan.9:11 

Matt.  15:3 
3c.  A perversion of that which is right. 

                                                  I John 5:17 
4c.  Disobedience to a voice 

                                                   Rom.  5:19 
5c.  As a rebellion. 

                Pasha.                           Isa.  1:2 
6c.  As a fall when one should have stood upright. 

                 .                                     Eph.  2:5 
7c.  As a debt to divine justice. 

                 .                                  Matt.  6:12 
8c.  As an ignorance of what one should have known. 

                 .                                  Heb.  9:7 RV marg. 
9c.  As lawlessness 

                 .                                  I John 3:4 RV 
10c.  As diminishing of that which should have been rendered in  

   full. 
 Isa.  31:8 
 I Cor.  6:7 
II Cor.  12:13 
Rom.  9:12 

4b .  What is the basic and essential nature of all sin? What is at  
   bottom of all sin. 
1c.  Selfishness is the choice of self as the highest good and 
   the supreme end in life. 
2c.  Biblical proof: 

ld.  Isa. 14:12-14 of Phil. 2:5-8 
                  2d. II These. 2:3-4 
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3d. Matt. 22:36-37 cf II Tim. 3:2 
Illus.  Gen.3:1-6 

4d.  Lk. 12:13-21 
5d. John 7:18 
6d.  II Cor. 5:15 

3c.  After all sin is a mystery - sin is lawlessness. 
II These. 2:7 Mystery of lawlessness. 

5b.  Wrong theories as to nature of sin. 
1c.  Delusion theory - Christian Science. 
2c.  Negation theory - the absence of good Concomitants 
3c.  The development theory - sin is a stage. 

 That is, as man grows toward perfection, sin decreases. 
4c.  Physically theory - sin is a sensual matter due to brute  

inheritance - sin attached to body. 
Plato - Spiritualism. 

5c.  Action theory - all sin consists in sinning 

2A.  The beginning of sin. 
1b.  Its beginning in the universe. 

 Isa. 14:12-14 
 I John 3:8 
 Ezek.  28:11-19 

2b.  Beginning in the human race - Adam. 
 Rom. 5:12 - Gen. 3:1-6 

3b.  Beginning in individual person. 
 Mk. 7:21-22 

  3A.  The extent of sin. 
1. God cannot sin. 
2. Some angels have not sinned. 
3. All men have sinned 

       1b.  O.T. writers speak of sin as a universal experience among men. 
 I Kings 8:46 
 Prov. 20:9 
 Isa.  53:6 

2b.  The teaching of our Lord constantly assumes the sinfulness 
 of all men. 
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 John 3:16 
 John 3:36 
 John 16:8 
 Lk. 11:13 

3b.  The N.T. writers teach plainly that the whole world is in sin. 
 I John 1:8,10 
 Rom. 1:8-3:20 

4b.  Bible teaches that the best and holiest of men sin. 
 Job 42:6 
 Dan. 9:4-5 
 I Tim. 1:15 

5b.  The Bible teaches that sin can be present in the heart and in  
 action even when men are wholly unaware that it is present. 
 Psa.  19:12; 90:8 Micah 6:6 
 Lev.  5:17-19 

1c.  Lord Nelson - 577,651  Strong 
2c.  Edwin Forest 
3c.  Rosseau 
4c.  Kaiser.  April 1932. I have nothing of which to repent. 

 If I had my life to live over, I would do just as I have 
 done. 

  4A.  The Consequences of sin. 
1. Defilement 
2. Disorder 
3. Paralysis Natural 
4. Bondage 
5. Misery 
6. Guilt  Legal 
7. Death 

Loss of: Holiness,  normality, power, freedom, happiness, life, 
righteousness. 

Condition:  Unclean, abnormal, weak, slave, dead, unhappy, 
guilty 

1b.   Defilement 
1c. Body - Psa. 38:3-5 
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2c. Speech Psa. 58:3 
3c. Corruption of whole nature -Matt. 7:17-18 
4c. flesh and spirit II Cor. 7:1 
5c. Mind and conscience Tit. 1:15 

2b.   Disorder 
1c. Under a lower principle Rom. 8:7 
2c. controlled by soul, not Spirit. 

I Cor. 2:14 
3c. Against nature. Rom. 1:26-27 
4c. Without natural affections II Tim. 5:5   
5c. Jude 10 
6c. Isa. 5:20 

3b.   Paralysis 
1c. Eph. 4:18-19 “past feeling” 
2c. I Tim. 4:2 “Conscience seared with a hot iron” 
3c. Rev. 3:17  “blind and naked” Heb. 3:13 

4b.   Bondage 
1c. Prov. 5:22 “ holden with the cords of his sins” 
2c. John 8:31-36 “the bond-servant of sin” 
3c.  Rom. 6:6 
4c.  Rom. 7:22-24 

5b.   Misery 
1c. Gen. 3:16-18 
2c. Jer. 5.25- with holden good things from you. 
3c. Isa. 57:20-21 
4c. Prov. 14:12-13 

6b.  Guilt 
1c. Eph. 2:3 by nature “children of wrath’ 
2c. Rom. 3:19 guilty before God. 

7b.   Death - Rom. 6:25 
1c. Spiritual 

1d. John 5:24-25 
2d. John 6:53 
3d. Eph. 2:1 
4d. Isa. 59:2  separation from God. 
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5d. Eph. 4:16 alienated from God. 
2c. Physical death 

 Id. Rom. 5:12 
3c. Everlasting 

1d. Rev. 21:8 
2d. Rev. 20:14 

 
Question: 
1A. Is man wholly and totally depraved? 

This phrase has been misunderstood and twisted until its 
value is doubtful. 

1b.   The Bible does not teach. 
1c. That the unsaved have no disposition to do right. 
2c. It doesn’t mean that the unsaved never do anything good. 

Rom. 2:14 
Matt. 23:23 

3c. It doesn’t mean that man commits every kind of sin. Some 
sins exclude others. 

4c. It doesn’t mean that they are as bad as they can become. 
II Tim.3:13 

5c. It doesn’t mean that all have made the same progress in sin. 
   2b. The Bible does teach: 

1c. That all have sinned and have a sinful nature which, under 
favorable conditions, is capable of the worst sins. 

         2c. Sin has affected the whole being of man. 
3c. Even when the unsaved does right it is quite often for  

selfish motives, and never for the glory of God. Matt. 6:5 
4c. That the unsaved is wholly without that love of God which  

is the supreme and all inclusive demand of the law. 
I John 7:10 

5c. The sinner is always becoming worse. Men improve in 
outward appearance but grow worse within. 

6c. There is no capacity for recovery Rom. 7:18 

2A. Why did a Holy God permit sin? 
1b. Best discussion in A.A Hodge p319 “Outlines” 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

God could not prevent sin. 
      1c. In any kind of a World. 
      2c. In a world of men with free agency. 
2b. God did not choose to prevent sin. 
     1c. Because sin is good in itself. 
     2c. It is a necessary way to the greatest good. 
     3c. It can be overruled for good. 
     4c. To permit sin would bring less sin than to prevent it. 

3A. The Unpardonable sin. 
Matt. 12:30  12:31-32 
John 17:12 
Mk. 3:29 
Rom. 1:24, 26, 28 
Heb. 6:4-8, 10:26-29 
Eph. 4:17-19 

1b.  There is but one sphere where God can justly forgive sinners 
 that is in Christ, whose death satisfies all the claims of  
 broken law for those who take refuge in Him. 

2b. It is the peculiar work of the H.S. to bear witness to Christ 
as savior and lead men unto Christ. 

3b. To resist the H.S. is therefore to refuse to be led into the  
one place where divine forgiveness is morally possible. 

4b. Hence sin against the H.S. is by the very nature of the case, 
the unpardonable sin. It is not as some have supposed that the 
person of the Spirit is more sacred than that of the son, but 
rather that the peculiar work of the H.S. is of supreme 
importance in the work of salvation. 

5b. The unpardonable sin may begin as a single act of resistance 
to the Spirit in reflecting Christ, and by constant repetition 
 may become a settled state of hostility and indifference to 
Christ 

6b. Even the single act of rejecting Christ holds men in a sphere 
      where forgiveness is morally impossible, but such a man may 
      yet be reached by the voice and influence of the Spirit. 
7b. When, however, by repeated acts of resistance and rejection, 
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      the man hardens his attitude into a fixed state, his condition 
      may become utterly hopeless. The voice of the Spirit is no 
      testimony for the work of the devil. The Spirit may abandon 
      him. Such a man, like Judas, has perished. 
8b. We should remember that the sin is not unpardonable because 
       It is against some arbitrary decree of God. It is simply an 
       immoral possibility for God to pardon men outside of Christ, 
      and resistance to the Spirit keeps men out of Christ. 
9b. We should remember that only God can know when any soul 
has  
      reached that condition when it cannot be reached by the Spirit. 
10b.  It is our duty to warn men of the awful possibility, and to 
     strive without ceasing to win them to Christ. 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE 
McClain 1939 

1A.  Meaning usage of the Greek word.  
Sounds like our English word “caress.”  God’s grace is the 
caress of God. 

1b.  Translated - 129 - Grace 
 Favor, liberality, thanks, pleasure. 

2b.  The general meaning - favor or graciousness, without regard 
 to merit or unmerit. 
 Merited - LK, 2:40 

3b.  With specific reference to salvation, it has the technical 
 meaning “unmerited favor of God” - i.e. used with reference 
 to sinners. 
 Eph.  2:8, 9 
 Rom. 4:4, 5 
 Rom. 11:5, 6 

4b.  In this special sense of “unmerited favor” the word grace 
 is used in the N.T. to include practically every aspect 
 and every blessing of salvation. 

1c.  To describe an attitude of God toward man. 
 Eph. 2:7 

2c.  A work of God in behalf of men. 
 Tit. 2:11 

3c.  A gift of God bestowed upon man. 
 Eph. 4:7 

4c.  A power of God working within man 
 I Cor. 15:10 

5c.  A method of God is saving men 
 Rom. 3:24 

6c.  A realm of God into which man may enter by faith, 
 abide and experience all the blessings of salvation. 
 Rom.  5:2 
 Acts 13:43 
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 Grace actually almost becomes a synonym of Christianity. 

2A.  The nature of grace 
1b.  Strictly speaking grace is not one of the attributes of 

 God.  The grace of God has no meaning apart from the 
 world of sinners. 

2b.  Grace is really the manifested glory of God. 
 John 1:14 - Grace is the attribute of love going forth 
 in action. 

3b.  Grace is the actual going forth of divine love to 
 sinners, who deserve nothing, in the form of benefits. 
 Grace flows only in one direction - that is, down. 
 Kelly-“Grace is the manifestation of God’s love in the 
 midst of evil, rising above it, going down under it, 
 overcoming it with good.” 

3A.  The source and mediator of grace. 
1b.  Grace is said to be “of God” and is attributed to each 

 person of the Godhead. 
1c.  Father 

 I Pet. 5:10 
2c.  Son 

 II Cor.  8:9 
3c.  Spirit 

 Heb. 10:29 
2b.  Grace is mediated to the world thru Christ.  “thru Him”, “in 

 Him”, from Him”. 
 John 1:14, 16, 17 

 

4A.  Grace and Law 
1b.  As a method of saving sinners grace is a absolutely opposed 

 to the method of law and works. 
 Rom. 4:4, 5; 11:5, 6 

2b.  But grace does not operate at the expense of law 
 in saving sinners.  It doesn’t violate law. 
 Rom. 5:21 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

 Grace gave Christ to open the way and then thru the 
 Way, grace enters upon its work. 

5A.  The work of grace. 
1b.  Grace recovers for men all that he lost through sin 

 and much more besides. 
 Rom. 5:15, 20, 21 

2b.  Grace brings every blessing of salvation. 
1c.  Election Rom. 11:5 
2c.  Calling Gal 1:15 
3c.  Gospel Acts 20:24 
4c.  Faith Acts 18:27 
5c.  Salvation Eph. 2:8 
6c.  Justification Tit. 3:7 
7c.  Standing Rom. 5:21 
8c.  Eternal life Rom. 5:21 
9c.  Forgiveness Eph. 1:7 

10c.  Comfort and hope II Thess. 2:16 
11c.  Spiritual strength II Tim. 2:1 
12c.  Christian triumph II Cor. 12:9 
13c.  Christian ministry Eph. 3:8 
14c.  Acceptable service Heb. 12:28 
15c.  The sphere of spiritual growth II Pet. 3:18 
16c.  All that we are and do in Christ I Cor. 15:10 

6A.  The dispensational aspects of grace 
1b.  As to the past, grace has never been wholly absent from 

 God’s dealings with sinners  
 Ex. 20:17 

2b.  As to the future: - it will never be absent from God’s 
dealing with men. 
I Pet. 1:13 
Eph. 2:7 
Rev. 4:3 
Rom. 3:20 

3b.  But in a special sense grace belongs to the present age 
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ushered in through our Lord. 
John 1:17 
Rom. 5:20, 21 
The silence of God is explained by the fact that this 
is the age of Grace.  When God speaks again, it must 
be in judgment.  The only being that has the right to 
judge is now seated on a throne of Grace.  I Cor. 15:19 
The man who pulled out his watch and gave God five minutes 
to strike him dead.  A woman fainted.  A Scotch preacher 
said he knew nothing would happen.  Do you think God’s 
patience can be exhausted in five minutes? Heb. 4:16 

 

7A.  Wrong attitudes toward Grace 
1b.  Heb. 10:29 Done despite to the Spirit of Grace 

1c.  They resisted Grace and also treated it with 
 contempt, and by its very nature it is unpardonable. 
 Grace is the way God can save sinners. 

2b.  Gal. 5:2-4 Fall away from Grace 
 “Ye who would be justified” R.V. 
 Ye are fallen- i.e. ye are out, off or fallen away 

3b.  Gal. 2:21 I do not make void or frustrate. 
4b.  Jude 4  Turning the Grace of God into lasciviousness; 

i.e. - unrestrained excess.  “Surely we believe in 
grace and therefore we can live as we please.” 
These men were right in refusing law as a master and 
accepting grace.  But under grace Christ is Master, 
who men deny when they lapse into unrestrained excess. 
Thus they have no master, which is a terrible state. 

8A.  Will not the doctrine of Grace encourage men to sin? 
 Rom. 6:14 
 I Cor. 15:56 
 Tit. 2:11, 12 

1b.  Sin has no dominion under grace but under law. 
2b.  The strength of sin is the law. 
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3b.  Grace teaches men to deny ungodliness. 
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REGENERATION 
McClain 1939 

God chooses 
It is not only an essential doctrine, but an essential experience. 
Christ did not say to Nicodemus, “believe in the doctrine of 
regeneration” 
but, “Ye must be born again.” Kaiser - the school boy - Uncle Sam - the 
teacher. Pointing to the three R’s, Restitution, Reformation - but the 
teacher left out the most important of all “Regeneration”. 
This from a cartoon during the World War. 

1A.  Meaning and usage of the term “Regeneration” 
1b.  Used only twice. 

 Matt.  19:28 
 Tit.  3:5 

2b.  Used in two different senses. 
1c.  Used in regeneration of individual soul. Tit. 3:5 
2c.  The regeneration of the world - a new order of things will be 

 ushered in. Matt. 19:28 
 The foundation of the new order must be found in the 
company 
 of those who themselves are regenerated. 

2A.  The unfolding of the doctrine of regeneration in the Scriptures. 
1b.  It was anticipated in David’s penitential prayer. Psa. 51:10 
2b.  It was predicted as a future experience of the nation of Israel. 

 Ezek. 11:19-20, 36:24-30, 36: 25-27 
 John 3:3-5 of Jer. 32:38-40 

3b.  Regeneration holds a prominent place in the teachings of Christ 
 Himself. 
 John 3:1-12 all passages having to do with the giving of life. 

4b.  The doctrine is most fully developed in the Gospel of John and 
the 

 first Epistle of John. God does not ignore the character, 
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 disposition, and training of men to reveal his various aspects of 
 truth.  John deals with experimental truth. 

3A.  The Biblical (theological) background of the doctrine. 
1b.  Four assumptions 

1c.  Man is dead spiritually. 
2c.  Not a child of God. 
3c.  Man of himself is totally unable to change his spiritual  

 condition. 
4c.  Man is blind to spiritual condition. 

2b.  “Ye must be born again. 
4A.  The nature of regeneration as taught in the Bible. 

1b.  It is described as a new birth. 
 John 3:3 born anew; born-from above. Nicodemus seems to 
understand 
 the idea as born anew. 

2b.  This new birth is a work of God thru which the believer is 
 ushered into a new life, (becomes a partaker of a new life) with 
 new relationships, new tendencies, new desires, new 
adjustments, 
 and a new character. 
1c.  II Cor. 5:17 RV a new creation 
2c.  John 3:6-7 a new life 
3c.  John 1:12 a new relationship 
4c.  II Pet. 1:4 a new nature 
5c.  Ezek. 36:26 a new heart. 
6c.  Eph. 4:23-24 a new moral nature. 
7c.  John 3:3 a spiritual insight. 
3b.  The new birth is not a process but an instantaneous event. 

 Lk.  23:39-43 
 John 5:24      “hath” “is passed” 
 There is no such thing as a spark - a good spark in a man 
which can 
 be developed and educated into a perfect man in Christ. 
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          Two goals for teaching in real Christian Education. 
          1.  Bringing a man to a definite acceptance of Christ. 
          2.  The growth and development of the new life which was 
received thru 

          the new birth. 

 

5A.  The new birth is a supernatural work wrought beyond the range of 
human cognition. That is, it is below the realm of consciousness. 
The most we can do is stand on the bare Word of God. 
John 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth. 
I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
of God.  We must stand upon the Word of God until the effects of 
the 
new birth begin to appear. 
Psychologists endeavor to explain the effects by means of the 
establishing new connections in the cortex. 
9,000,000,000 brain cells 
smell whiskey-brain says “drink” 
meet obstacle-brain says “swear” 
sees book-brain says “book” 
There must be physical change in new birth. 

6A.  Now birth is a work which is always wrought in union with Christ, 
and is inseparable from Him II Cor. 5:17 “In Christ…a new 
creation” 
Eph. 2:10  “created in Christ Jesus” 

7A.  Work of regeneration. 
1b.  Men are said to be born of God, i.e., God is the author 

 John 1:12-13  I Cor. 3:6-7 
2b.  Born of the spirit-the spirit is the agent-the causative agent 

 thru whom new birth is accomplished. 
3b.  Born of the Word-instrument. 

 I Pet. 1:23-25 
 II Pet. 1:4 
 Jas.  1:18, 21 marg RV “implanted” marg “inborn” 
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 Ezek. 37:-we prophecy to dead men and they become alive 
thru the 

 Word. 
8A.  Evidences of regeneration. 

1b.  How can I know? Internal evidences. 
1c.  Faith in Christ. I John 5:1 
2c.  Love for Jesus Christ John 8:42 
3c.  Witness of the Spirit Rom. 8:16 

2b.  How can other men know? External evidences. 
1c.  Practice righteousness. I John 2:29 
2c.  Love for one another, I John 4:7 
3c.  Victory over world. I John 5:4 
4c.  Non-continuance of sin. I John 5:18 
5c.  The external evidence is not always recognized by the 
world. 

 I John 3:1 
9A.  The great purpose of regeneration. 

1b.  We should be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures. 
 Jas.  1:18 
 Matt.  19:28 
 To demonstrate now what God intends to do some day; the 
church 
 will be the nucleus of the Kingdom of God, that is, his new 
 humanity. 

2b.  To bring us into an inheritance. 
 I Pet. 1:3-4 of 
 Rom. 8:17 
 We are born into Gods family thru regeneration and thus this is 
 the natural way and a life proposition. 
 

3b.  Unto good work - Eph. 2:10 

4b.  As the pledge and earnest of all that we shall be. I John 3:2 
 The century plant-an illustration. 
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REPENTANCE 
McClain 1939 

1A.  N T words and their usage. 
1b.  There are two Greek words, both translated “repent”, in the AV 

 1c.      “metamellomai” -a feeling of concern or regret-six 
times translated “repentance” 

 2c.      “metanoeō” - change the mind-sixty times as a 
verb 

and a noun. 
2b.   The first word describes an element always present in true 

repentance, but which may exist without true repentance. 
1c.  It does lead to true repentance in Matt. 21:29 
2c.  It merely leads to remorse in Matt. 27:3 

3b.  The second word describes the true Biblical repentance and is 
 used of two experiences. 
1c.  It is used of that repentance in which the lost sinner turns 

for Christ for salvation. Acts 3:19 
2c.  It is used of that repentance in which the wandering child of 

God turns back to His Father.  Rev. 3:19 
2A.  The nature of true repentance. 

1b.  The essence of repentance is in the meaning of the word, that is, 
 “change your mind”. It not merely a change of opinions, but a 
 change of the mind itself. 
1c.  Negative-repentance away from sin. 

 Rev. 9:21  in the Greek -  “metanoéō” -out from interior. 
 Heb. 6:1          ” metánoia  “-away from exterior. 

2c.  Positive-repentance toward God. 
Acts 20:21    ” metánoia    “ -toward 

2b.  This change of mind is preceded by a intellectual knowledge 
which 

is convincing. 
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Matt. 11:21 
Psa. 51:3-4 
Job 42:5-6 
Lk.  16:30-31 knowledge does not always produce repentance 
but it 
must always precede. 

3b.  It is accompanied by a Godly sorrow for sin. 
(Prayer of little girl: “Make me good, not too good, but good 
enough not to be whipped”) 
Matt. 11:21 
II Cor. 7:9-10 

4b.  This change of mind produces a genuine change of life in the 
abandonment of sin and doing right. 
Matt. 3:8 
Acts 26:20 
II Cor. 7:8-11 

5b.  Repentance is spoken of as the act of man but also as the gift 
and work of God. 
Acts 5:31        To give repentance. 
Acts 11:18      Granted repentance. 
II Tim. 2:25    Give them repentance. 
Heb. 6:6          God does the renewing. 
It is a real act on the part of man but performed under the 
influence and power of God. 

3A. The relation of repentance to faith and conversion. 
1b.  Repentance is associated with both. 

1c.  With faith Acts 20:21 
2c.  With conversion  Acts 3:9 AV 

2b.  When mentioned together repentance seems always to be put 
first. 

   Matt. 21:32 ARV 
   Mk. 1:15 
   Heb.  6:1 

Jonah 3:5 
Matt. 12:41 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

There is one act of the soul in turning to God of which there 
are three aspects, not in any sense to be confused as steps in 
salvation.  These three aspects are faith, repentance, 
conversion. 

4A.  The dispensational aspects of repentance. 
1b.    Repentance is most prominent in O T and synoptic Gospels, 
and in 

early Acts.  God in these three places is dealing mainly with 
Israel, who had a relationship with God. In John’s Gospel and 
the Epistles, faith is emphasized rather than repentance 
because 
they deal more with the universal offer of salvation. 

2b.  How to prove that it should be taught. 
Acts 17:30 

5A.  The preaching of repentance 
1b.  Lk. 24:47 

 Rom. 2:4 
 II Pet. 3:9 
 Acts 26:20, 17-30, 11:18, 20:21 

2b.  The motives to use in preaching repentance. 
 Lk. 3:3 
 Acts 2:38 
 Rom. 2:4 
 Acts 17:20-31 
 Rev. 3:19 

3b.  The needs of the ones to whom we preach should guide us. 
Faith 

should be first, but where men are still clinging to their sins, 
repentance should be preached. 

Problems: 
1A.  Does God ever reject a man who desires to repent? 

 Heb.  12:17 
 Read this passage in AV then in RV and the difficulty disappears. 

2A.  Wrong views. 
1b.  To associate repentance with sorrow. 
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2b.  Catholic-contrition, confession, satisfaction. He confuses 
 repentance with what it produces-these three things are products 
 of repentance and not repentance. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF SALAVATION 
McClain 1939 

Doctrine discussed as a whole. 
1A.  The Divine phases. 

1b.  Grace 
2b.  Election 
3b.  Calling 

2A.  The human phases 
1b.  Repentence 
2b.  Faith 
3b.  Conversion 

3A.  Received on dispensation of human obligations. 
1b.  The beginning 

1c.  Union with Christ. 
2c.  Justification 
3c.  Regeneration 
4c.  Adoption 
5c.  Sanctification by the blood. 

2b.  The continuation 
1c.  Sanctification by the Word. 
2c.  Security. 

3b.  The completion. 
1c.  Glorification 

4A.  Security 
General Doctrine of Salvation 
1A.  Meaning of the word in the Bible. 

1b.  O.T. Hebrew terms. 
  
   yeshû‛âh root meaning-wide and roomy 

Came to mean prosperous and free. 
Translated: serve, avenge, defend, deliver, help, preserve. 
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           rescue, get the victory, be in health. 
2b.  N. T. terms. 

   sōtēría                 To save, to rescue from danger.  To keep safe 
and sound. 

3b.  The usage of these terms in N.T. 
1c.  Salvation (Greek) to save from physical disease (Healing) 
Lk. 18:42 
2c.  To save from temporal danger.  Acts 27:20 
3c.  To save from sin (from its results) 

Matt. 1:21  Rom. 5:9 

2A.  The nature of salvation 
1b.  Salvation is the exact antithesis of wrath and judgement. 

 John 3:17 
 I Thess. 5:9 

2b.  The deliverance of man from sin, all its evils and results. 
 Matt. 1:21 
 Rom. 5:9 ff 

3b.  Salvation includes “Every spiritual blessing in Christ” and 
“All things that pertain unto life and godliness” 
Eph. 1:3 RV 
II Pet. 1:3 
II Thess. 2:13-14 
I Pet. 1:1-2 

 

4b.  Salvation in the Bible is described from three time aspects 
1c.  A past act - We have been saved 

II Tim. 1:9 
2c.  A present process - We are being saved. 

I Cor. 1:18 RV margin 
3c.  A future goal - We shall be saved. 

Rom. 13:11 
I Pet. 1:5 
A threefold work of Christ is essential to the carrying out 
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of these three time aspects. 
Eph. 5:25-27 
Heb. 9:24, 26, 28 

5b.  In its effects, salvation reaches and includes the entire 
person of man: spirit, soul and body. 
I Thess. 5:23 

6b.  Salvation in its fullest sense-past, present and future - is ideally 
regarded by God as completely finished and as a present 
possession of all those who believe in Christ. 
Rom. 8:28-30 
I Cor. 3:21-23; 1:2 

7b.  Salvation is regarded as certain and eternal in its final issue. 
I Thess. 5:23  (24 emphasis) 
I Pet. 1:5 
Heb. 5:9 

8b.  Salvation is possessed and shared by all believers alike. 
Jude 3 
II Pet. 1:1 
There may be progress in experience, but no progress in 
attainment of possession. 

3A.  The author of salvation (The work of the Godhead) 
1b.  The entire trinity is involved. 

1c. From the Father (Source) 
Jas. 1:17 
I John 4:14 

2c. Thru the Son (Execution) 
Matt. 1:21 

3c. By the Spirit (Application) 
Reference for all 
Tit. 3:2-6 

2b.  But salvation is always regarded as the peculiar work of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ (Salvation is in Him) 

3b.  Apart from Him there can be no salvation 
Acts 4:12 
This same statement in Acts 4:12 is never asserted of the 
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Father or the H.S.  This doesn’t mean that their work can be 
ignored, but that their work is mediated in Christ. 

4A.  How is salvation brought to men? 
1b.  There are three opinions held 

1c.  The mystical - directly, thru the Spirit. 
2c.  Sacramental - thru the Sacraments. 
3c.  Ethical (Biblical) - thru the Word of God.  The Word is the 

intelligible medium.  The Bible teaches that salvation is 
brought to sinners thru the instrumentality of a message, 
either spoken or written, and this message in its ultimate 
source is a revelation from God concerning Christ recorded 
in 
the Scriptures 
I Cor. 1:21 
Rom. 1:16 
Acts 11:14 

Jas. 1:21 RV marg 
II Tim. 3:15 
There is some element of truth in the first two theories. 
The Spirit does bring salvation, but He does it thru the 
word.  The sacraments are symbolical of the work of the 
Spirit thru the Word.  God’s method as the rule, is by the 
Spirit thru the Word, but it may be that the Spirit works 
immediately upon the soul, without the instrument of the 
Word. 

5A.  How is salvation received by man? 
1b.  Four opinions. 

1c.  Biological (Inheritance) 
 Refutation - John 3:5, 6 

2c.  Education (Environment) 
 Phil. 4:4-8 

3c.  Legalistic (By works) 
 Eph. 2:8-9 

4c.  By faith - ethical 
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2b.  The Bible teaches that salvation is the gift of God, which the 
sinner receives by one single act of faith.  (Faith is the hand 
of the heart).  God says, “I give.”  The heart says, “I Take.” 
Rom. 1:16 
Acts 16:31 

6A.  While salvation cannot be secured or merited by works, the Bible 
never separates it from its ethical results.  “You don’t get  
salvation by works, but when you get it, it works.” 
II Tim. 1:9 
II Thess. 2:15 
Eph. 2:8-10 
O.T. saints received it as a promise.  The blessing were future. 
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SANCTIFICATION 
McClain 1939 

Many bitter and fruitless battles have been fought over this subject. 
There is no creed which does justice to sanctification. 
 
Views: 
1. Catholic: Studiously vague, as put by the council of Trent. It is  
      a process of improvement which enable God to justify the sinner. 
2. Reformed: It is a process of improvement which is consummated at 

death. 
3.   Wesleyan: It is a process of improvement which is finished in most  

cases at death, but it may reach perfection in the present life 
thru the experience of “ entire sanctification” 

General Introduction: 
1A. Words employed. 

1b.      qōḏeš                    allied forms. 
1c. To set apart or separate. 
2c. Sanctify and holy 

Hallow, consecrate,  dedicate, saint, sanctuary 
2b.       hágios                  meaning precisely the same as above-the 
Septuagint 

uses this word to translate. 

2A. The usage of these words in the Bible. 
     1b. General use. 
          1c. O.T. to set apart for any special use. 
                Gen. 38:21-Harlot _one set aside 
                Hos. 4:14-Harlots 
                The harlot is a sanctified one, which proves that it had no 
                ethical content whatsoever. The idea of burning out of  
                sin is not original in the word. 

2b.   Its religious use, to set apart for Jehovah and His use. 
1c. To things 
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Lev. 27:14-16 
Lev. 8:10-11  
Gen. 2:3 
Matt. 23:17-19 

2c. To persons 
Ex. 13:2; 28:41: 19:14 
What is holy or sanctified belongs to God already and that  
cannot be sanctified. Lev. 27:26 

3b. The ethical use-to set apart from sin. Ezek. 37:23-28(23,24,28) 
Since God is absolutely separate from sin Himself, the people 
who are set apart for God must be set apart from sin. The 
ethical use arises out of the religious use, Lev. 19:2 
1 Pet. 1:16 

4b.  The Christian use-it unites both the religious and ethical uses. 
1c. To set apart unto God-Ownership 
2c. To set apart from evil-purity 

3A. The fundamental idea is separation-it does not mean to make 
holy 

in the sense of moral purity. The proof is that he sanctifies 
himself-Christ. “For their sakes I sanctify myself”- John 17:19 

4A. Christian sanctification has three distinct aspects: 
1b. Past sanctification accomplished 

 1c. Accomplished by blood. 
 2c. Result-separation from 

2b. Present sanctification 
 1c. Accomplished by word 

3b. Future sanctification 
 1c. Accomplished by the presence of Christ 

 

 

Sanctification-Set apart unto God 

Time          Means               Nature                  Result                      
Our Attitude 
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1 past           By blood               Foundation          Separation                
Believe   
            (Brazen                                             from a sinful                          
                     altar)                                                 world   

2 Present       By word              Process                 From sinful             
Obey 
                     (Laver)                          walk 

3 Future        By pre-               Completion           From a sinful           
See 
                     sence of                                            nature    
                     Christ 
                     (Holy of  
                      Holies)       

Discussion 

1A.   Sanctification by the blood of Christ. 
1b. It is wrought by the blood of Christ-Heb. 13:12 
2b. This sanctification by blood is a finished work, not a process. 

Heb. 10:10 
“Are sanctified”- AV 
“Have been”-AV 

3b. This sanctification is the present possession of all believers, 
Acts 26:1B. By faith in me is the manner in which it is 
obtained. Any man who has believed on Christ Jesus 1 Cor.1:2 
1 Cor. 6:11 

4b. This sanctification sets the believer apart forever as Gods own 
possession. The meaning of  the word signifies this. Heb. 10:14 

5b. It confers upon believers a perfect holiness this. Heb. 10:14 
This is not a personal or practical holiness, but of Jesus, 
1 Cor. 1:30. In Christ Jesus He looks at us and sees us holy. 
You can make no progress in this sanctification. It is not a 
matter of degrees. You are either holy or unholy. 
Saint-means sanctified one, or holy one-there can be no 
advance. But it is not our holiness but His holiness. 
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6b. This sanctification is not dependent upon any perfection of 
our character or conduct. When you sin you cannot destroy 
 sanctification (the condition of the Corinthian church) 

7b. This sanctification is needed to give defiled saints an entrance 
into the holy place of forgiveness. When men sinned and needed 
help, they had to be sanctified by blood before they could rush 
into the presence of a Holy God. God is Holy and the only way  
we can come into His presence for forgiveness is by the blood  
of Jesus. 
Heb. 10:19-20-“new”-“a freshly slain way” Men who is outside 
of Christ who enters into the holiness of God. If this were not 
the age of grace, I wonder if judgment would be executed. Read 
in Anderson on sanctification. 

8b. Sanctification by blood issues in a life of obedience. 1 Pet. 1:12 
Heb. 9:13-14 
We are sanctified that we may obey 

 

Remarks: 
1. We can’t wait for a practical holiness thru process. But 

right now we need a perfect holiness, just as we need a  
perfect righteousness, and both of these are applied in 
Christ. 

2. Sanctification was very real to the O.T saints, It 
ought to be to the Christian. 

2A. Sanctification in the present by the Word. 
 It is a present work of God whereby the believer is progressively 
 set apart from sin and brought toward perfection. 
1b. Its nature. 

1c. Definition. 
2c. The first by blood-sets us apart from the possession of God, 

while the second by the word makes us practically fit to be  
His possession. 

3c. Illustration. 
1d. Cut our rock from a great ledge. 
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1 John 5:19 
2d. Being cut out then it is smoothed up. 

2b. The methods-it is accomplished through the instrumentality of 
the  

Word of God.  John 17:17 
How does the word serve as the instrument of sanctification? 

1c. The word is used to reveal our sinful condition. 
James  1:23-24 
Heb. 4:12-13 The word probes and lays bare 1 John 1:8,10. 
The truth and the Word is not in us. 

2c. It is used to cleanse us from our sins. 
Eph.  5:26 
Washing-laver 
With- 
By-in 
John 15:3 
Question:  What need is there for this cleansing-for we have  

been cleansed by blood? 
Sin has two aspects, guilt and defilement. Blood 
cleanses from guilt, the word cleanses from 
defilement or habit of sin. 

1 John 1:7:9 
   7-cleansed by blood from guilt 
   9-and by the Word – sin not 

1 John 2:1-5 
1. propitiation-by blood 
2. cleansing from habit-by word.  
 

Illustration- Lk .  22:60-62 
Peter “remembered the word” 
The power of the word can work only thru the mind. 

3c. It is used to transform us into the images of Christ. 
The first two points are negative. Vices must not only be 
purged , but virtues supplied. 
2 Cor. 3:18     1. The vision of Christ in the word. 
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  2.  The condition that we must meet to take 
away 

   the veil. 
  3.  The transformation which take place. 

(1) The psychologist and pencil 
(2) Great stone face 
(3) The child like mother 
(4) Changed boys, a picture of a ship at sea. 
(5) The dog with the bone-reflection in 
water 
(6) The mirror reflection of sunlight into a  

neighbors home. Her anger. 
 

3b. The basis of this sanctification by the Word. 
1c  It is based up on sanctification by blood and is inseparable 

from it. 
Eph.  5:25-26  He couldn’t begin washing by word until 

Sanctified by blood. 
John  17:19 sanctify myself (set apart unto death that they 

may be sanctified by the truth. 
Ex.  30:18 position between altar and holy place. 
Ex . 24:6-8    blood then book then blood and covenant united. 
Num.  19:1-9  of 
Heb. 9:13,19 
Blood is burned-consumed by the fire of god’s wrath. 
The ashes of the blood is put into the water-thus blood must 
be in the word before it will sanctify. 

4b. The human responsibility in this sanctification. 
2   Cor.7:1 

1c. We must read the Word and hear it. 
2c. We must obey the Word-submit to it. 

1 Pet. 1:22 
Like the little boy who l likes to get into the bath-tub. 
Like the absent minded professor sun -bathing . 
Becoming  a Christian has a purpose. 
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Peter-not having his feet washed. 
30. We must find out Jesus Christ in the Word. John  5:89 

what the scribes knew about the O. T . but they didn’t find 
Christ. Find Christ in every chapter in the Bible. This is  
one of the awful dangers of a mutilated Bible. The Bible is  
the only full sized picture of Christ. It is also the only 
authorized picture. 
Cracked mirror. Men are changed into what they read-thus 
to mar 
the Bible men mar Christian character. 
Defacing the picture in the chapel-expulsion-but this is a  
light man. Men who emasculate the Bible destroy the  
possibility of the Christian character. 

5b.  Motives to this sanctification. 
1c. Gods own holy nature. 
      1. Pet. 1:15-16 
2c. Motive of grace of God  
      Acts 20:32 
3c. The mercies of God. 
      Rom. 12:1 
4c. The promises of God. 
      2 Cor. 7:1 
      2 Cor.  6.18 

6b.  The results of this sanctification. 
1c. The control of fleshy appetites and lusts 

1 Thess. 4:2-7 
2c. Fitness  for God’s service. 

2 Tim.   2:21 
2 Tim.   3:16-17 
John 17:17-18    

3c. Fellowship with Christ. 
   John  14:23;  15:3-4a 

3A.  Sanctification by the presence of Christ. 
1b.Nature-it is a work in which God will wholly finish the process  

of sanctification.  I Thess. 5:23a 
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2b. Time- it will be finished at the coming of Christ 
1 Thess. 5:23a  1  Thess. 3:12-13   Phil.1:6 

Negative aspect of sin finished at death. But in the  
positive aspect there will continue to be a filling out, 
and a growth in perfection to be finally consummated 
at  
the coming of Christ.    Heb. 12:22-23  

3b. The result-we shall be made like Christ   1 John 3:2 
We will not be second Gods or second Christs 

4b. The means- by the unhindered vision of Christ.   1  John  3:2b 
Now we see through a glass darkly-i.e.. as in a mirror 
1 Cor. 13:12 of   2 Cor.3:18 

5b. The certainity effect of this hope-it makes us better right now. 
 1 John  3:3 

Conclusion: 
1A. The work of sanctification. 

1b. Attributed to the Father-author initiates. 
John   17:6,17,23   past-present-future. 

2b. The Son-mediator-mediates. 
Heb . 13:12-past 
Eph. 5:25-26-Christ has the prominent place-present 
1 John 3:2  future. 

3b.  The Holy spirit-agent-completes 
1 Cor. 6:11 
 2.   Pet. 1:2 
 Eph.  4:30 
 Rom.  8:2 

           1c. Holy-spirit-agency 
1d. Rom. 8:2-past sanctification. 
2d. 2 These.2:13 present sanctification. 

Everything which Spirit does. He uses the word. 
2 Cor. 3:18  
John  16:12-13 
Gal.  5:16.22, 23 
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Col.  3:5                        with Rom. 8:13                with Eph.  
6:17 
Put to death                by the Spirit                         
Sword of the  

                                                                                                         Spirit 
 

3d. Future sanctification. 
      Rom. 8:9-11 
      1 Thess. 5:23 

2A. The  O.T. types 
1b. Past-the blood of the altar 
2b. Present-water of the laver. 
3b. The tent of meeting (mercy seat), i.e., Most Holy Place Ex. 
24:6-11 
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SECURITY 
McClain 1939 

Introduction 
1A. Can a saved person ever be lost? 
 1b.  In the light of various doctrines. 
   1c. He is elect. 
   2c. United with Jesus. 
   3c. Regenerated. 
   4c. Justified. 
   5c. Adopted. 
   6c. Sanctified at least by blood. 
 2b.  People often talk of salvation as though it were a small thing. 
 3b.  Several answers given by various groups: 
   1c.  Roman Catholic:  A saved person can be lost through 

mortal sin. 
      Venial sin will not blot out salvation.  All mortal sins 
      render men children of wrath and enemies of God. 
      (A A Hodge from Council of Trent) 
   2c.  Luthern and Arminian-A justified or regenerated person 

may be 
      lost, but not an elect person. 
   3c.  Other Protestants:  A saved person can be lost: this rests 

upon two causes. 
     1d. Any willful sin (Pentecostals)  
     2d. Deliberate separation from Christ. 
   4c.  Reformed Churches:  One who is truly saved cannot be 

lost. 
      Westminster Confession.  They shall neither totally nor 
      finally fall away. 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
Principle- Where any doctrine is clearly and simply in passages, the 
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     doubtful passages must be interpretated according to these 
     passages and are never to be used against. 
 
 
 
1A.  The definition of Security. 
 1b.  Negative-the doctrine does not mean that a person will be 
saved 
           no matter what he does. 
  1c.  To teach this would break down all morality. 
  2c.  It would deny all that the Bible teaches on morality. 
  3c.  It would empty salvation of all its meaning.  Phil. 3:18 
 2b.  Positive-the doctrine does mean that God does secure our final 
    salvation: and by this very security, He keeps us from that 
    practice of sin, or open apostasy which surely must lead to 
    predition.  It is not only a metaphysical future, He ordains 
    the means as well as the end. 
 3b.  There are two sides to the doctrine of security. 
  1c.  God’s side-He preserves us. 
  2c.  Man’s side-We persevere. 
     We persevere because it is God who preserves us.  Phil. 
2:12-13 
     I John 3:9 
     Jude 21 with 24 
     II Tim. 2:19 
 
 
 
2A.  The Scriptural basis of security. 
 1b.  By direct statements of the Bible. 
  1c.  Classic passage  John 10:27-30 
    1d.  Election-“My sheep” 
    2d.  Efficacious calling-“Hear my voice” 
    3d.  Gods foreknowledge-“I know them” 
    4d.  Sanctification-“They follow me” 
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    5d.  Regeneration-“I give eternal life” 
    6d.  Veracity of God-“God cannot lie”  “They shall never 

perish” 
    7d.  Power of God-In hand of both Christ and Father. 
    8d.  Unity of Godhead-“I and the Father are one” 
   2b. Jude 1 Preserved in Jesus Christ AV 
   3b. John 6:39 “lost nothing” with John 17:2  “Ones Father has 

given to Christ” 
   4b. I  Thess. 5:23-24 Prayer and pledge. 
   5b. II  Thess. 3:3-4 “Lord is faithful-keep you from evil” 
   6b. Phil.  1:6  “Begun, will perform it until the day” 
   7b. Eph. 4:30 of 1:13  Sealed by H S 
   8b. Rom. 11:29 with I John 5:11 with II Tim 1:9 

    (1)  “Gifts and calling of God are without repentance 
(change)” 

    (2)  “God hath given us eternal life” 
    (3)  “Called us….according to His own purpose and grace” 
   9b. Rom. 8:31-39 (In fact, the whole 8th chapter of Romans) 
 10b. I  Cor. 1:8-9 “Blameless… God is faithful” 
 11b. I  John 3:9 
 
 
 Supported and implied by the other doctrines of the Bible. 
   1c.  The doctrine of God. 
     1d.  The faithfulness of God (Based on attribute of truth) 
        I  Thess. 5:24 
     2d.  The love of God. 
        John  17:23 
        Rom. 8:39 
     3d.  The holiness of God 
        John 17:11  Name-Holy-Father. 
     4d.  The power of God. 
        I  Pet. 1:5 “Kept by the power of God” 
        Matt.  19:26  “with God all things are possible” 
     5d.  The immutability of God. 
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        Heb.  6:17-19 
        Anchor (sure and steadfast) break or drag. 
        Two immutable things: 
        (1)    Promise 
        (2)    Oath 
     6d.  The Providence of God 
        Rom.  8:28  “All things work together” 
 
   2c.  The doctrine of Christ. 
     1d.  The Deity of Christ. 
        John 10:28-30 
     2d.  The life (metaphysical) of Christ 
        I  John  5:11-12 
        If life of Christ is in us, then we have eternal life. 
     3d.  The power of Christ. 
        II  Tim. 1:12  “That he is able to keep” 
     4d.  Love of Christ 
        John  13:1  “Loved them unto the end” 
     5d.  The death of Christ. 
        Rom.  8:34, 32 
     6d.  The resurrection of Christ. 
        I  Pet.  1:3 
        John  14:19  “Because I live, ye shall live. 
        Rom.  4:25  “raised for our justification” 
     7d.  The ascension of Christ. 
        Eph.  1:19-20  with 2:6 
        (1) When He raised Him from the dead 
        (2) “Raised us up together” 
     8d.  The intercession of Christ, 
        Heb.  73-:25  “to the uttermost” 
        I  John  2:1 
        John  17:24  with John  11:41-42 
     9d.  The second coming. 
        Col.  3:3-4 
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   3c.  The doctrine of the H S 
     1d.  Eph.  4:30 
 
   4c.  The doctrine of salvation. 
     1d.  The general doctrine. 
        Heb.  5:11 (9)  “Eternal salvation” 
     2d.  Doctrine of grace 
        Eph.  2:8-9 
        How can failure on man’s part annul it? 
     3d.  Election 
        John  6:37  cf  39 
     4d.  Calling 
        Rom.  8:28 
     5d.  Union with Christ 
        I  Cor.  6:17 
     6d.  Justification 
        Rom.  8:33 
     7d.  Regeneration 
        I  John  3:9 
       1e. Whosoever-not whatsoever. 
       2e. Cannot go on practicing sin. 
       3e. Seed remains in him. 
       4e. That seed will not let men go on practicing sin 
     8d.  Adoption 
        Heb. 12:5-7  with I  Cor.  11:31-32 

“When we are judged we are chastened…that we 
might not be condemned in world” 

     9d.  Sanctification 
        Heb.  10:10, 14 
     10d.  Glorification 
        Rom. 8:29-30 
   
 5c.  Doctrine of sacraments 
     1d.  Baptism 
        John  13:10 



McClain’s 1939 Grace Seminary Theology Outlines 
 

        No provision in the Bible for re-baptism. 
    
6c.  Doctrines of Eschatology. 
     1d.  Death. 
        I  Cor. 3:21-22 
        We do not belong to death, but death belongs to us. 
     2d.  Resurrection. 
        Rom.  8:11 
     3d.  Judgement 
        John  5:11  with 24 
 
 
 3A.  Difficult passages 
  1b.  Deal with mere professors as opposed to true believers. 
     1c.  Rom.  8:13 cf 4 explanation.  This describes a man 

who is not 
        a Christian. 
     2c.  I  Cor.  3:17 RV  “and such are ye” 
     3c.  I Cor.  6:9-10 cf 5:11  Note phrase “named a brother” 
     4c.  Gal.  5:19-21  cf  24 
     5c.  Gal.  6:8 
     6c.  I  Tim.  1:19  cf  20 
     7c.  II  Pet.  2:1  “False”   Christ died for the whole world. 

8c.  II Pet. 2:20-22 Used by many against security, but really 
a proof text. 

 
2b.  Jewish nation as distinguished from Christian believers. 

1c.  Matt. 12:43-45 “Last estate is worse than the first” 
2c.  Heb. 2:3 (key) “How shall we escape if we neglect” 
3c.  Heb. 3:16, 14 “Unto the end”-Christ is the “end” Rom. 10:4 
4c.  3:12 
5c.  3:19, 4:2 “Come short” 
6c.  6:4-9 of 17-20 “Though we thus speak”. 
7c.  10:26-31 of 39 “Draw back” 
8c.  12:14-17 
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3b.  Christians position in Christ as distinguished from his walk. 

1c.  Phil.  2:12-13 
2c.  Phil.  3:11-14 of 15 
3c.  Jas. 5:19-20  Physical death is meant “Soul” means a 
person. 
4c.  II Pet. 1:10  Middle voice-make this sure not for God, but 

for yourselves. 
 
4b.  Rewards as distinguished from salvation. 

1c.  I Cor. 9:27 with 24-26 (Classic) 
man disqualified in a race (disapproved) 

2c.  II Pet. 1:10-11 Everyone an entrance, though not everyone 
an 

abundant entrance. Illus. Lindbergh-McClain 
3c.  Rev. 2:10b 
4c.  Rev. 3:11 

 
5b.  Promises. Exhortation and warnings which seem to imply 
contingency. 

1c.  Promise. 
1d. Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26 
2d. Rev. 3:5, 12, 21 God has promised that Christians have 

overcome. 
Rev. 12:11 by the blood of the Lamb. 
I John 5:4 our faith overcomes. 

 
2c.  Exhortation. 

1d.  Rom. 8:17 of II Tim. 2:12  “If we suffer with Him” 
2d.  I Cor. 15:2 “If ye keep in memory” 
3d. Col. 1:22-23 “If ye continue in the faith” 
4d.  II Tim. 2:11-13 “If we be dead”-“if we suffer”-“if we 
deny 

 “if we believe not” 
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3d.  Warnings 
1d.  Rom. 14:15  Eating of meat. 
2d.  I Cor. 8:11 

 
6b.  Specific cases. 

1c. Peter Lk. 22:31-32 Everything in Peter failed, but faith did 
not fail, and faith saves. 

 
2c.  Judas John 17:12 of John 6:70 What does “Perished” 
 

Conclusion: 
There isn’t a passage in the Bible which ever asserts that a man can be 
born of God and then be unborn. 

 



Appendix 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE ON THE INVESTIGATION OF 

ASHLAND COLLEGE 
1936-1937 

 
We, your committee for investigating Ashland College, beg leave to 
submit to this conference the following report. Our duty as 
outlined by the last conference was "to thoroughly investigate 
the condition which is causing the disturbance at this conference." 
Your committee organized and outlined a program of procedure 
before leaving the conference grounds. The president of this 
committee was authorized to contact the administration of 
Ashland College for the purpose of explaining more thoroughly the 
objectives of this   committee   and   to  ask   for  sympathetic 
cooperation. The president of our committee was informed, "I do 
not know when you expected to visit the institution inasmuch 
as the Board of Trustees must extend this invitation. Since the 
Board does not meet until March or April, I presume it will 
be necessary for your committee to delay its visit until after that 
date. The Board should discuss the matter fully and completely 
and then notify you as to its actions." Consequently the 
Committee did not actively function until the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees on June 1, 1937. 
 
 

The minutes of this committee called for its next meeting at 
Ashland College at the time of the Board meeting. The secretary 
informed all members of this committee several weeks in 
advance, reminding them of the Ashland meeting. In the 
meantime, two members of this committee tendered their resigna-
tions. Two other members replied they could not come. One 
answered he would come on short notice if needed. The secretary 
of this committee also notified the President of the Board of 
Trustees and the President of the College of this committee's 
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meeting at the same time of the College Board. After the 
organization of the Board of Trustees was affected the secretary of 
this committee was invited to attend the Board of Trustees 
sessions. One member of this committee, a member of the Board 
also, and the secretary, were present every minute of the Board 
sessions following the organization of the Board. 

 
 
It being generally agreed that the "open letter" from the 

Southern California Brethren Ministerial Association caused 
much of the disturbance at last General Conference relative to 
Ashland College, the committee considered it their duty to 
investigate the protests made in that "open letter." 
 
They are as follows: 
1. That the adoption of the proposed amendment of the  
constitution  would wrest the  control  of Ashland College 
from the Brethren Church. A vote against the adoption of this 
proposed amendment was registered at last general conference. 
The Board of Trustees of Ashland College in the last regular session 
in Ashland, June 1, 1937, adopted a new constitution including 
this amendment with a  24 to 3 vote. 
 
2. It was also stated that there was growing antagonism   
between   the   Arts   College   and   the 
Seminary. That the scriptural standards for the "separated 
life" were not only held in derision but openly opposed by 
members of the Arts College faculty. This we found sustained in 
replies to a questionnaire mailed to a number of students and 
former students of the Brethren Church who attended Ashland 
College during the past seven years. This questionnaire was 
mailed June 22, 1937. The question read, "Is the atmosphere at 
Ashland College favorable towards the ministry and the spiritual 
Christian life?" With but one exception, the returned 
questionnaires declared that from the student's experience 
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Ashland College did not strengthen their faith in Christ or the 
faith of any one else of their acquaintance but only as they came 
in contact with the Gospel Teams or Seminary activities. It was 
further stated that the general atmosphere at Ashland College 
towards the ministry and the spiritual Christian life was negative. 
Several instances were cited where young men came to Ashland 
with the intention of entering the ministry but declared that they 
lost that desire while yet in the Arts College and persuasion was 
against further study for the ministry and encouragement given to 
enter a more remunerative occupation. 
 
3. It was also stated that members of the Arts College faculty 
openly questioned the statements of the Bible and others were 
utterly indifferent towards the great doctrines of the Bible. Our 
questionnaire brought to us this information under the question, 
"If you have known any professor antagonistic to 'the Faith . . .' 
state his or her viewpoint and what was said. Exact quotation not 
needed but the impression you received. Name the professor." 
Two professors openly denied the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ. 
One professor openly ridiculed the Doctrine of the Blood 
Atonement. One professor upheld the scriptures one day and 
denied them the next but on the whole was not sympathetic to the 
Christian ministry and denied many of the Biblical statements 
dealing with origins. One professor worships at the throne of 
modernism. Several professors believe in salvation by good works 
of the "golden rule." One professor denied the New Birth. One 
professor mocks the Second Coming of our Lord and prophecy in 
general. One professor doubts life after death and the resurrection 
body of the believer. One professor continually encourages 
students to attend the movies. One professor outlawed the 
carrying of a Bible into the classroom. One professor objected to 
citations from the Bible in a class room. One professor when upon 
an urgent demand of a class to state his position of faith did so in 
such a manner that it might be accepted by most any religionist. 
Only one professor in the Arts College was named as being an 
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ideal professor in a Christian College and who, when opportunity 
afforded, clearly gave his testimony for his faith in the Holy 
Scriptures. It has been stated that student testimony is unreliable. 
We, however, are of the opinion that the most important thing 
between a teacher and a pupil is the impression the teacher leaves 
upon that pupil. If the teacher declares he or she has been 
misrepresented in these statements, how does he account for the 
fact that all these statements are signed by men and women who 
either directly or indirectly heard them. The majority of these men 
and women are willing to allow their names to be made public 
and some offer to make personal testimony to the facts of these 
statements. We further contend that a good professor always 
leaves a clear impression of what he or she wants the student to 
know. 
It was also stated that the official weekly college publication 
known as the Ashland Collegian printed highly objectionable 
matter for a Christian institution. Not only did we find this to be 
true but the whole tenor of the paper was antagonistic to the 
principles of the nobler Christian life. 
 
It was further stated that there was friction between the 
administration of Ashland College and the Ashland College 
Theological Seminary.  This we found to be true. The Seminary 
faculty contended for strict adherence to the standards of faith and 
institutional objectives as printed in the College Catalog. It further 
contended that since Ashland College advertised itself as a 
Christian Institution the principles of the Christian faith should 
not be compromised. This condition led to an irreconcilable 
situation and culminated in the request for resignation or 
dismissal by the Board of Trustees of Alva J. McClain and 
Herman A. Hoyt of the Seminary faculty in an effort to bring 
peace among the faculties. Your committee submits this report 
with a degree of reluctance inasmuch as sentimental value runs 
high. We feel, however, that in the face of stern duty we must 
submit this report to you according to the evidence. Our prayer is 
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that somehow the Lord will overrule in these matters of 
unorthodoxy to the Biblical standards of Christian faith and 
practice and that Ashland College may stand upon the hill as an 
ever burning beacon to the eternal truth of God's infallible Word 
and that the Lord Jesus Christ may be exalted to His rightful place 
as the Savior of mankind through the shed blood of His Cross; 
His present intercession for the saints of God and the glorious 
hope of His Second Coming.  
 
This is our sincere prayer.  
 
 
Dated: August 25, 1937.  
 
(Signed) W. H. Schaffer 
C. A. Stewart 
R. F. Porte 
Ed Wolf 
Dr. Henry V. Wall  
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